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Unless you’ve been living in an underwater cave or an above-ground Faraday chamber, you’ve 
undoubtedly seen, heard, or read about Artificial Intelligence. More than likely, you’ve been 
exposed as well. AI has actually been around for a few decades, serving as the compute engine 
behind bank and credit card fraud detection, virtual customer service agents, contests against 
world-class chess champions, and on-line shopping assistants that know what you want to buy 
before you do, etc.  
 
One random footnote on AI: the engines are black boxes; they produce a result but do not offer 
an explanation on how they arrived there. So, while the loan officer might tell you that your 
application has been denied, he or she likely has no idea why that was the case. But I digress. 
 
Recently, the AI and general press news have been focused on ChatGPT, a free AI chatbot tool 
that has been available for over two months that lets anyone try his or her luck having an AI 
engine create a document or otherwise help them avoid work. 
 
Since it was made available in late November, ChatGPT has been used to generate original 
essays, stories, and song lyrics in response to user prompts. It has even drafted research paper 
abstracts that fooled some scientists. A recent CNN article reported that ChatGPT recently 
passed law exams in four courses at a university and another exam at a prestigious business 
school. The latest university test results come as a growing number of educators are expressing 
concerns about the immediate impact of ChatGPT on students and their ability to cheat on 
assignments.  
 
Since I have written 58 Bevel Cut articles and am entering the dark country of no ideas, I 
thought I would give ChatGPT a try for my February 2023 edition. I asked it to create an essay 
on a few woodworking topics. Here are some results. 

Tell me about the joys of woodworking 
 
Woodworking is a hobby that can bring a sense of accomplishment and joy to those who 
partake in it. The process of creating something with one's own hands, whether it be a piece of 
furniture or a small decorative item, can be incredibly rewarding. 
 
One of the joys of woodworking is the creativity it allows. From designing a project to choosing 
the type of wood and finish, the options are endless. There is a certain satisfaction in being able 
to bring a vision to life, whether it is for personal use or as a gift for someone else. 
 
Another joy of woodworking is the sense of pride that comes from completing a project. Seeing 
the finished product, whether it is a piece of furniture or a simple birdhouse, can bring a sense 



of accomplishment and pride in one's own abilities. It is a feeling that can be hard to replicate in 
other hobbies or activities. 
 
In addition to the personal satisfaction that comes from woodworking, it can also be a social 
activity. Many woodworkers enjoy sharing their skills and techniques with others, and there are 
numerous woodworking clubs and communities where people can gather to discuss their 
projects and offer advice and support to one another. 
 
Finally, woodworking can also be a therapeutic and meditative activity. The focus and 
concentration required to work with wood can help to clear the mind and relieve stress. The 
physical act of sawing, sanding, and shaping wood can also be a form of physical exercise, 
helping to improve hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills. 
 
In conclusion, woodworking is a hobby that can bring a sense of accomplishment, creativity, 
and pride to those who partake in it. It is a therapeutic and meditative activity that can be 
enjoyed alone or with others, and it offers the opportunity to create something beautiful with 
one's own hands. 

Create an essay on Japanese saws vs. western woodworking saws 
 
Japanese woodworking saws and Western woodworking saws are both effective tools for 
cutting wood, but they have some key differences in their design and use. 
 
One of the main differences between Japanese and Western saws is the way they are used. 
Japanese saws are typically held with both hands, with the blade facing upwards, while 
Western saws are held with one hand and the blade faces downwards. This difference in grip 
allows for more precise cuts with Japanese saws, as the blade can be guided more easily with 
both hands. 
 
Another difference is the type of teeth on the saw blade. Japanese saws have finer teeth, which 
are angled in alternating directions, while Western saws have coarser teeth that are angled in 
the same direction. The finer teeth on Japanese saws allow for smoother cuts, but they may 
require more effort to use, while the coarser teeth on Western saws allow for faster cutting but 
may leave a rougher finish. 
 
Japanese saws are also generally lighter and more delicate than Western saws, which makes 
them easier to handle and better suited for smaller projects or finer work. Western saws, on 
the other hand, are typically heavier and more rugged, making them better suited for larger 
projects or tougher materials. 
 
In terms of maintenance, Japanese saws require more frequent sharpening due to their finer 
teeth, while Western saws can go longer between sharpenings. However, Japanese saws are 
generally easier to sharpen, as they have fewer teeth and a thinner blade. 
 



Overall, both Japanese and Western saws are useful tools for woodworking, and the right 
choice will depend on the specific project and the preferences of the user. Japanese saws offer 
more precise cuts and a smoother finish, but may require more effort to use, while Western 
saws offer faster cutting and are better suited for tougher materials but may leave a rougher 
finish. 

Why is woodworking still a popular hobby while stamp collecting is not 
 

There could be several reasons why woodworking is a more popular hobby than stamp 
collecting. Here are a few possibilities: 
 

1. Practicality: Woodworking involves creating tangible objects that can be used or 
displayed, such as furniture, decorative items, or even buildings. These items can have 
practical or aesthetic value, which may make woodworking more appealing to some 
people. In contrast, stamp collecting involves collecting and organizing small paper 
items that have little practical value beyond their historical or monetary value. 

2. Physical activity: Woodworking often involves hands-on, physical activity, such as 
sawing, sanding, and shaping wood. This can be enjoyable for people who like to work 
with their hands and see the results of their labor. Stamp collecting, on the other hand, 
is typically a more sedentary activity, involving sorting and organizing stamps rather 
than creating something tangible. 

3. Personal interest: People may be drawn to woodworking or stamp collecting based on 
their personal interests and hobbies. For example, someone who enjoys history or 
culture may find stamp collecting appealing, while someone who enjoys crafting or 
building may be more interested in woodworking. 

4. Cost: Woodworking can be a costly hobby, as it requires specialized tools and materials. 
Stamp collecting, on the other hand, can be done with a minimal investment in stamps 
and a stamp album. However, both hobbies can be pursued at any level of expense, 
depending on the individual's interests and budget. 

Why is stamp collecting still a popular hobby while woodworking is not 
 
It's not accurate to say that woodworking is not a popular hobby.  
 
In fact, woodworking can be a very popular and rewarding hobby for many people. However, 
it's possible that stamp collecting is more popular in certain regions or demographics, or that it 
has a longer history as a hobby. There could also be other reasons why stamp collecting is more 
popular than woodworking, such as personal interest, cost, or the appeal of collecting and 
organizing small, specialized items. 
 
It's important to note that the popularity of any hobby can vary widely depending on a variety 
of factors, and it's not uncommon for different hobbies to be popular among different groups 
of people. Ultimately, the appeal of a hobby is a matter of personal preference and can vary 
greatly from person to person. 



 
So, I wonder. How long will it be before you can ask for an original dining room table design in 
the style of Tage Frid complete with a cut list? 
 

  


