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Stickley Inspired Table 
Table No. 633 (Stickley, that is) 
Featured Piece of the Month – February 2023  
Dan Sichel 
 
The inspiration for this table came from a vacation at Mohonk in New York State. While there a 
while back, we had tea at a lovely round oak Craftsman table. The table was intriguing with its 
gently splayed legs and arched cross stretchers – enough so that I took a series of photos and 
jotted down some rough dimensions. Some further research turned up a very similar table in 
Stickley’s 1909 Furniture Catalog – No. 633 for $28 with an oak top and $44 with a hard leather 
top. (Those prices translate to about $860 and $1,350 in today’s dollars.) 
 
   Page from 1909 Stickley Catalog 

 
 
I could not find measured drawings for this table.  Even Craftsman-furniture expert Robert Lang 
indicated that no one had done that so I used the catalog photo and some online pics to gauge 
relative dimensions and angles. Of course, the lack of measured drawings gave me a natural 
opportunity to play with the table’s design. As much as I like Stickley, I did make some 
adjustments. I substituted simple through tenons for the tusk-pinned through tenons to give 
the table cleaner lines. I also added upper stretchers to help support the very heavy solid top 
(not sure if the table in the Stickley catalog had upper stretchers but the table at Mohonk did 
not). And I reduced the diameter to about 43” and raised the height to 30”. 
 
Being a big fan of mockups, I nail-gunned (is that really a verb?) a quick mockup in MDF to 
confirm that the design would look right in three dimensions. Then, I did another mockup in 
poplar to practice the through tenons and angled joinery. 
 
With a design in hand, I thought a lot about the wood and grain pattern before starting the 
build. I wanted a lot of grain action and drama on the top while keeping the legs and stretchers 
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as calm as possible. In addition, given where the table was going in our house, I substituted 
walnut for the Craftsman traditional white oak to give the table a more formal look.  
 
Table top. I had beautiful 16/4 walnut boards and picked the best one for the top. Following 
much fussing to get the best grain arrangement and edge matching of glue lines, I glued up four 
panels using Festool dominos to help line up the boards. I rough cut the circular top with a jig 
saw and then mounted a router with a flush-trim bit on a trammel to clean up the edge. 
 
Legs. The legs on this table taper from 5” wide at the top to 4” at the bottom. I wanted 
relatively straight grain to run out from the bottom to the top of each leg roughly in line with 
the taper of the leg. So, I selected blanks with appropriate grain and then resawed them to 
create book-matched grain that ran out in a symmetric V-shaped pattern along the tapers on 
each side of the legs (see nearby photo). Then, tapered the legs and added a chamfer to the 
outside edges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legs, Stretchers, and Apron 

 
Stretchers. For the lower stretchers, I chose boards with relatively straight grain, cut the angled 
through tenons and the half-lap joint while the boards were still square. (With angled tenons, 
the mortises in the legs did not need to be angled.) Then, I rough cut the gentle curves, and 
used an MDF template to rout cleanly to size with a flush-trim bit. Using a benchtop mortiser, I 



 3 

cut the through mortises in the legs and cleaned up the work with hand chisels. Getting these 
joints to fit tightly was a finicky thing. Once that was done, small chamfers were added to the 
ends of the through tenons with a block plane. 
 
The upper stretchers connected to each other with a half-lap joint. I used Festool dominos to 
connect the upper stretchers to the legs. 
 
To maximize long-grain contact in the half-lap joints, I pinned the upper and lower stretchers 
though the half-laps with turned dowels. 
 
Aprons connecting legs at the top. These parts were the hardest to get right with the 
compound angles created by the splayed legs. I cut notches in the top corners of the legs on the 
bandsaw and carefully gauged the length of and angles on the end of each stretcher—they 
were all slightly different because the stretchers and legs created a not-quite perfect square. I 
contemplated using mortise and tenons to join the aprons to the legs but that seemed 
daunting, so pocket screws were used instead. Sacrilegious in some quarters, but pocket screws 
actually were used on some original Craftsman-era pieces (including one we have). As you can 
see in the photo below, the pocket holes were all filled with plugs cut from similarly grained 
pieces so mostly invisible. 
 

Attaching the top. I was intrigued by a 
Fine Woodworking article on making 
your own hardware so decided to give it 
a try making brass buttons to attach the 
tabletop. The process starts with a  
brass bar that is cut on the table saw 
with a special blade. The drill press and 
a file created the necessary holes and 
slots in the buttons to allow for tabletop 
expansion and contraction. With a little 
chemical treatment, I aged the brass 
buttons to look about 100-years old.  
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Finishing. First, I removed the top and all the hardware. The finish consisted of a multilayer 
application – amber shellac, dark walnut glaze (oil-based stain from General Finishes), another 
coat of amber shellac, and three coats of Arm-R-Seal (General Finishes). Once dry, I 
reassembled everything upstairs because the fully assembled table would not fit up the 
basement steps or the bulkhead (and it’s very heavy). 
 
Very happy with how the table turned out (see picture below). It will serve as our kitchen table 
for many years. Now, I just need another vacation to find a new bit of furniture inspiration! 
 

 
 


