Huntboard Project by Dave McCormick

This project is my version of an original Garrett Hack Huntboard design published in the
November/December 2006 issue of Fine Woodworking magazine. The project layout, detail,
joinery, assembly and glue-up were challenging. The dimensions are 52.5 in. long, 40 in. tall
and 18 in. deep. The primary wood is cherry. The tapered legs, door panels, and inlay are
walnut. The door panel beading is maple. The secondary
wood is pine. In total, there were 176 cut pieces in the
completed project.
I began the project with the legs. I first made a trial leg to
practice cutting the primary taper, the 1/8 in. deep cuts for
the banding, and the construction and installation of the
banding itself. The banding is 1/2 in. wide maple with two
1/16 in. walnut strips. The banding was pared to fit with a
chisel on a 45-degree block.
After the banding was finished, I made a secondary taper
from the banding to the bottom of each leg with a block
plane.

I then constructed the case, beginning with the side and back aprons. The aprons were built
using three pieces, a top and bottom rail, and a wider center panel. To accommodate seasonal
movement, ‘floating’ splines were used in grooves between the center panel and the
top/bottom rails. These edges were beaded to mask seasonal openings. The project was
finished in early December. My shop is in an unfinished basement. At this time of year, it is
heated only when I am in the shop, and the humidity is very low. The finished piece is located
on the first floor, where summer temperatures and humidity will reach into the high 90’s. If
you look closely at the photos, you will see the allowances made for the summer ‘growth’ of
the cherry across the width of the panels, drawers, and doors.
The remaining case was built primarily using mortise and tenon joinery, except for a challenging
dovetail detail connecting the top stretcher to the front legs and top side rails.

I also cut the mortises for the knife hinges in the top stretcher and bottom front rail before
assembling the case.

I followed the case assembly and glue-up recommendations outlined in the Hack article. I
practiced the assembly dry several times using various combinations of clamps, until I was
comfortable with the time, and my ability to square up the piece before the glue set up. Even
so, it was one of those times when I wished I had been born as an octopus. The assembled
case is shown in the photo.

After gluing up the case, I made the drawers and doors. I used a double 1/16 in. wide walnut
inlay stringing at the top and bottom of each drawer, and at the top of the front rail.

The blind dovetails in the drawers are ¼ in. wide, tapering down to a knife point.

The door frames are mortised and tenoned cherry pieces. The photo shows the pieces
organized on top of the table saw.

The walnut door panels were made from a single piece of walnut, cut in half, and book matched
on each side. A 1/8 in. rounded maple beading was added around the door panels.

The top is beveled on all 4 edges and fastened to the case to allow for seasonal movement.
The project was finished with multiple coats of heated boiled linseed oil and Goddard’s Cabinet
Makers wax.
The hardwood was purchased at The Woodery Lumber Co. in Lunenberg. I performed some of
the work during an adult woodworking class at Lincoln-Sudbury High School, where my teacher
and mentor, Paul Shultz, provided valuable guidance in completing the project.

