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Insde ThislIssue
Well, it has been quite a year for the Eastern Massachusetts Guild of

1 The yearin Review Woodworkers. We packed in a lot of great demonstrations and meetingsthisyear.
Forthose of you who could not make it to every meeting, here iswhat you missed.
2 Shellac In September we leamed how to fix our mistakes and repair furniture with Bob

Judd. He showed ushow to use burmn-in sticks for repairing minor dingsand gave us
a look into his bag of magic tricks. | have since put together my own repair kit
based off of Bob JuddOsecommendations and it comes with me to every job ste
every time and hassaved me on more than one occasion.

3 A Smple Leaf Inlay

4

5 The Next Meeting In October we were treated to a beautiful fall day in Newport, Rhode Island
6

7

For Trade

while we toured the historic Point district, home of Townsend and Goddard and
Officersand Board members  receijved a private tour of the Whitehorme House.

November found the guild members honing their glass cutting sills under the
watchful eye of Maggie Wood at her shop in Maynard, MA. And in December we
met at Phylis Jaffee@ shop to hear more about the jewelry box making techniques
that she hasbeen leaming.

In January, we navigated the potholesof an industrial park and found ourselves
at Pat EverettOsshop. Historically, PatOsshop hoststhe jigs and fixtures meeting and
sure enough, a few came out for show and tell. The jigs, though were allfocused on
different waysto hide plywood edges.

February® meeting was the first of our two paid speaker meetings. At Jack
Murphy® shop Julie Godfrey gave a side show and demonstration of some really
amazing marquetry. Besides the marquetry, many members were taking a close
look at Jack@new shop and the beast of a machine that sitsin the center.

In March, we had oursecond guest speaker, Will Neptune, who showed ussome
really great small shop techniquesfordoing some amazing work. Thiswasa meeting
where thinking outside the box wasa requirement. Modifying router bitsto work in a
homemade pin router set up, cutting curved brickson the band saw and flattening
5 wide boards on the jointer were some of the many topics covered that day. My
Marquetry by Julie Godfrey personal favorite wasthe saw-dust-under-the-warped-board trick which | have used
a number of times.

In Aprilwe were again in Groton, only thistime, we were thinking about the box,
not outside of it. | covered some of the 32mm sysem for building cabinets and
working with European hardware. There wasalso a demonstration on making raised
paneldoorsusing cope and stick cutterson the shaper.

Fnally in May we were treated to a glimpse of the high tech CNC router world.
Nathan Hawkes wowed the guild with the capabilities of some pretty high tech
software and machine that cost more than my first house. Nathan cut curvesthat
were locked together with puzzle joints that fit so incredibly perfect it was almost
unbelievable and then in a matter of minutes produced quite a handsome looking
Tom Fama'’s table parts being carved sign with the guildOsiame on it.
cut out on a CNC router. Overall, lwould have to say that thishasbeen a really great year and lam sure
we will be able to put on an equally impressive list of meetings next year. The
executive committee is already hard at work putting together next years schedule

Schedule

©2007 by the Eastern Massachusetts Guild of Woodworkers, Inc. Allrightsreserved.



?a ‘)w El\/IGWNE\Nlil&I:—GITIIEﬂ;

and | hope everyone will make sure that the second Saturday of each month is
reserved for the Guild. Without the continued support of our members these
meeting would not be possble. S00000000E Ep lease try to come to the Guild
BBQ on June 9 at Phyllis Jaffee® house is Westborough. Bring along something to
show and telland some food item to share with the group. We willbe having our
annual electionsand willgive you an insight into next year@events.

Thanks,

ChrisKovacs

Shellac

By Frank Woolley

The following isa brief article that willhopefully answer many of your question
about shellac, truly one of the great finishesavailable to woodworkers.

Grades

Natural shellac contains4-5% wax, which hasa strong effect on the physical
propertiesof the coating but little effect on the method orease of application. Nearly all
the wax can be removed, and the productissold asdewaxed shellac. Natural shellacs
are available in a range of colors, obtained by removing orbleaching part or all of the
Pre-mixed shellac colorantsin the naturallac resn.

lhave a strong preference fordewaxed shellac, since all otherfinishesadhere well
to it, and it ismore resistant to water stains(rings) than natural (waxy) shellac. Asan
occasionaluserof shellac, lwasalso concemed about the short shelf life (6-12 months)
of natural shellac solutions. Until Zinsser started making SealCoat severalyearsago, there
wasno premixed dewaxed shellac on the market, so Iwasobliged to mix my shellac

g ‘ from dewaxed flake.

#

SalCoatisdewaxed, and lhave been told that it hasa shelf life of over5 years,
although Zinsser doesnot claim that much. Zinsser clear shellac in spray cansalso is
dewaxed. Zinsser Bulls Eye shellac carried by many local storesisnot. If you are not
cerntain whether a shellac solution isdewaxed ornot, smply stirit up and observe the
opacity. Natural shellac hasa milky appearance, since the wax isnot very soluble in
alcoholand isleft in suspenson. Dewaxed shellac solutionsare clear, with no hint of
hazness.

Sources

lhave had satisfactory resultswith unbranded flake shellac purchased from Johnson
Paintsin Boston (they used to carry it in bulk), unbranded flake from Patrick Olg uin
(www.shellac.net), JTMoser Super Blonde flake ordered from Woodworkers Supply, and
Znsser Bulls Eye liquid shellac from Home Depot and Moore Lumber Co. in Ayer. (Mo ore
hasobtained SealCoat forme on request.)

Shellac flakes

All of the shellac |have used produced a satisfactory coating. lhad some problems
with the Moser flakespacking (sticking togetherin one large clump), but it worked well
once broken up. The flake from Olguin contained a bit more bugsand bark, but Ifilter
the shellac after dissolving anyway so that wasnot a problem. OlguinOgriceswere a lot
betterthan anyone else and he offersa wide variety of grades. Jeff JewittOHomestead
Finishing Products (www.homesteadfinishing.com) also hasa good variety of grades of
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flake, and Ihave found him to be a reliable supplier of good quality products. Ilhave not
used WoodcraftOor Rockler@ shellac because their priceswere too high.

Dissolving flakes

To speed up the dissolution process, | grind/chop the flakesinto a coarse powderin
a small coffee bean mill, and then agitate the flake/ alcohol slurry frequently while it is
dissolving. Freshly dissolved shellac driesvery rapidly (can be sanded in lessthan 30
minutes) and isa realjoy to use.

Ihave started using SealCoat formost of my applicationsbecause it eliminatesthe
processof grinding, dissolving and filtering flake. It doesnot dry asfast asfreshly-
dissolved shellac, but usually thatisa minordisadvantage. It only comesin one color
(ight amber) but it can easly be colored.

Coloring shellac

Any type of shellac solution can be colored, either by mixing the variousy colored
natural shellac resnsorby adding dyesor pigments. Dyescan me added asliquid dyes
in glycol (like TransTint or other NGRdyes) orasdry alcohol-soluble dye powders (after
dissolving in alcohol and filtering). Pigmentscan be added asdry powders(after
dispersing in alcohol) oraspredispersed powdersin a glycol base (like Universal Tinting
Colors).

Coloring by these methodsisvery useful for subtly changing the color of wood, but is
not a substitute for staining before finishing because of the difficulty of obtaining a finish
of perfectly uniform thickness. Shellac deeply colored by these methodsisexcellent for
touching up dingsand scratchesin colored finishes.

Reference

The best book I have found on finishing isBob FlexnerOdndersanding Wood
Fnishing, Readers Digest Assn., Pleasantville, NY, 2005. Thisbook givesby farthe clearest
explanationsforthe behavior of finishing materials. It givesyou a real understanding of
the materialsand finishing processes, ratherthan just a collection of recipesand
techniquesto be blindly followed.

A Smple Leaf Inlay

By ChrisKovacs

The Isabella Sewart Gardner museum in Boston isa wonderful museum both artfully and architecturally with

a very interegting past. Forthose who have not been to thismuseum, its history
startsout with Boston socialite Isabella Sewart Gardner during the early 19000s
During her life Ms. Gardnertraveled the world collecting art and architecture
of allkindsand bringing it to herhome in Boston. She would give concertsand
open herhome fortoursin the early part of the twentieth century. She built
herhome along the Fenway with every intention that it would become a
museum following herdeath. She passed away in 1924 and thusthe museum,
herhome, became open to the public. In herwill she specified that nothing
could be added orremoved from her collection. Fordecades, patronsvisting
the museum would sit in her chairsand relax on hercoucheswhile enjoying
the art collection orgazing upon the lush courtyard.

Asthe yearswent by the chairsand couchesbecame wormn and
damaged from use. Eventually, the museum curatorswere forced to consider
them part of the collection and made them off limitsfor use. Thus, foryears
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the museum waspretty much ssanding room only. A few chairswere placed around the museum, but forthe
most part, it wasdifficult to find a place to simply s, relax and enjoy your visit.

In 2000, Alan Chong, the current curator of the Gardner, commissioned me and anotherwoodworkerto build
benchesforthe museum. The guidelinesforthe desgn were fairly vague; the bencheshad to look like they
belonged in the museum, but also had to look like they could be sat upon. |built two benchesforthe Gardner
museum, which perhapssome of you have sat upon.

One of the bencheswasdesigned to fit in the Dutch Room by a balcony overlooking the courtyard below.
Thisroom il hasthe empty picture frame hanging on the wallthat once held RembrandtOgainting Storm on the
Sea of Galilee (1633). Around every doorway and window opening in this :
room were hand carved leaves. Itook thisleaf motif and used it in the
bench.

The benchismade of cherry and the inlayed leavesare made of tiger
maple. (The second bench wasmade with figured walnut and had no inlay
work.) For days, | drew different leaf shapesand cut out paperpattemns
arranging them on the bench trying out several designsuntil | settled upon
thisrather smple leaf arrangement. The linesof leavesstart at the ends of
the bench and follow the curve of the bench and meet nearthe center.
Each leafisabout 1/16%thick and about 20long. Snce Ilwanted each leafto be
the same, Imade a pattern usng hardboard that could be flipped overto
create the mirrorimage of each leaf.

To cut the recessin the cherry, lused a routerfitted with a special bushing
and a 1/80router bit. The bushing hastwo collarsthat allow you to make a
perfect match inlay every time. | purchased thisset at Woodcraft. With the extra
bushing installed, the router bit isheld ! Oof an inch away from the edge of the
pattern. By following the edge of the pattern and then removing the rest of the
material with anotherrouter ora chisel lwasleft with a recessready to accept my maple inlay.

To make a perfect match, Iremoved the extra collar and using the same hardboard pattern on the tiger
maple, cut out the tigermaple leaf shape in a block of tigermaple. Being very careful to keep the router tight to
the edge, Icutto a depth of about 1/8Q Repeating thisa number of timeson a block of tiger maple quickly
yielded many leaves. On the table saw, Ire-sawed the maple cutting off a sheet of leavesthat were still held
togetherby a thin layer of wood on the back. A sanderremoved thismaterial and the leaveswere ready to be
glued in place. The leaveswere glued and clamped in place and planed flush to the cherry surface.

The next time you are visiting the Isabella Sewart Gardnermuseum, please take a seat and enjoy your visit.

Membership

If you would Ilike further information about the Eastern
Massachusetts Guild of Woodworkers, please email Phyllis Jaffee at
pgjaffee @29designs.com. Yearly dues are $40 and payable each
September.

©2007 by the Eastern Massachusetts Guild of Woodworkers, Inc. Allrightsreserved.



BEMGW NEWSLETTER

PAGE 5

The Next Meeting

Ournext meeting will be at Phyllis JaffeeOsouse in Westborough on
June 9. We willbe having ourannual Guild picnic. Please come and enjoy a
wonderful BBQ and feelfree to bring along a guest or spouse. We willbe
starting later than usual at 10:30 with a show and tell followed by the guild
electionsand then the BBQ.

Forthe show and tell, bring along some woodworking related item that
you want to share with the group. Thiscould be a project you have made, a jig
or fixture or anything you want to share.

Asforthe food, the Guild will provide the basic burgers, dogs, veggie
burgersand fixingsand drinks. Bring along an appetizer, salad ordesert to
share with everyone.

Pat Everett '

Contact information:
Phyllis Jaffee

4 Deerdayer Lane
Westborogh, MA 01581
(508) 366-6057

Directionscan be found on the web site and also by using your favorite
mapping program.

Officersand Board Members

President: Bill Karp karpwoodworks@verizon.net
Vice President Fank Woolley frankwoolley@hotmail.com
Secretary Jack Murphy Jack.Murphy@Monotypelmaging.com
Treasurer Peter Wilcox snowmole@yahoo.com
Board ChrisKovacs cdkovacs@charter.net

Phyllis Jaffee pgjaffee @29designs.com

John Nitzsche jknitz@comcast.net
Membership Phyllis Jaffee phyllis@29d esigns.com
Webmaster: John Nitzsche jknitz@comcast.net
Newsletter ChrisKovacs cdkovacs@charter.net
editor
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Schedule

What:

Furniture repairand restoration
Hosted by Bob Judd

Early American Furniture Tour
Detailscoming soon.

Picture Framing techniques

Jigsand pattern routing
Shop Layout and marquetry

Machine tuning

Hosted by Will Neptune and
Frank Woolley

Machinery adaptations
Hosted by Joe Aiello
CNC machining demonstration

Annual meeting and BBQ at
Phyllis JaffeeOouse
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Where:

25 Cliff Way
Dedham, MA
Newport, Rl

Maggie Wood
Maynard, MA
Pat Everett
Everett, MA
Jack Murphy
Bolton, MA
ChrisKovacs
Groton, MA

530 Essex Street
Lawrence, MA
Nathan Hawkes

23 Noel Sreet Unit 4A
Amesbury, MA

4 Deerdayer Lane
Westborough, MA
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FEBRUARY 2007

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

When: 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
September9

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

October 14 188 19 21 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28
November11l

January 13
MARCH 2007

February 10

S M T W T F S
March 10 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
April 14 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
May 12

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
June 9

APRIL 2007

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8§ 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
2 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

MAY 2007

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
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