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By Chris Kovac s  
 

Well, it has been q uite  a  yea r for the Ea stern Ma ssac husetts Guild  of 
Woodw orkers.  We p ac ked in a  lot of g rea t dem onstra tions and meet ings this year.  
For those of you who c ould  not m ake it to every meeting , here is what you m issed.   

In Septem ber w e learned how to fix our mistakes and rep a ir furniture w ith Bob  
Judd .  He show ed  us how to use b urn-in st ic ks for repa iring  minor d ing s and gave us 
a  look into his ba g of mag ic  tric ks.  I have sinc e p ut together my own repa ir kit  
ba sed off of Bob Judd Õs rec omm end ations and it c om es with me to every job  site  
every time and ha s saved  me on more than one oc c a sion. 

In Oc tober we were trea ted  to a  bea utiful fa ll d ay in New port, Rhode Island  
while  we toured  the historic  Po int d istric t, home of Townsend and God d ard  and  
rec e ived a  priva te tour of the Whitehorne House.  

Novemb er found the g uild  m emb ers honing  their g lass c utting  skills under the  
watc hful eye of Ma g g ie Wood  a t her shop in Mayna rd , MA . And in Dec emb er w e 
met a t Phyllis Ja ffeeÕs shop  to hea r m ore  a bout the  jewelry b ox m aking  tec hniq ues 
tha t she has b een learning . 

In January, we naviga ted  the p otholes of an ind ustria l park and found ourselves 
a t Pat EverettÕs shop.  Histo ric a lly, PatÕs shop hosts the jigs and fixtures meeting  and  
sure enough, a  few c a me out for show and te ll.  The jigs, though w ere a ll foc used on 
d ifferent wa ys to hid e p lyw ood ed ges. 

FebruaryÕs m eeting  wa s the first of our two p a id  sp eaker meetings.  At Ja c k 
Mu rphyÕs shop Julie Godfrey gave a  slide show and d emonstra tion of some rea lly 
amazing  m arq uetry. Besides the marq uetry, many m embers w ere taking  a  c lose  
look a t Jac kÕs new shop and  the b ea st of a  m ac hine  tha t sits in the c enter.   

In Marc h, w e had  our sec ond g uest speaker, Will Neptune, who show ed  us some  
rea lly g rea t sm all shop tec hniq ues for d oing  some am azing  work.  This w as a  meeting  
where thinking  outsid e the box w a s a  req uirement.  Mo d ifying  router b its to work in a  
homem ad e p in router set up , c utting  c urved bric ks on the b and  saw  and fla ttening  
wid e b oard s on the jointer were some of the many top ic s c overed tha t d ay. My  
persona l favorite wa s the saw -dust-und er-the-w arped-b oard  tric k whic h I have used  
a  numb er of tim es. 

In April we w ere  a ga in in Groton, only this tim e, w e w ere thinking  ab out the b ox, 
not outsid e of it.  I c overed some of the  32mm system for b uild ing  c ab inets and  
working  with European ha rdw are.  There w as a lso a  demonstra tion on m aking  ra ise d  
pane l d oors using  c ope and stic k c utters on the  shap er.   

Fina lly in Ma y w e were trea ted  to a  g lim p se of the high tec h CNC router w orld .  
Nathan Hawkes wow ed the g uild  w ith the c ap a b ilities of som e p retty high tec h 
softwa re and m ac hine tha t c ost m ore than my first house.  Nathan c ut c urves tha t  
were loc ked together w ith puzzle jo ints tha t fit so inc red ib ly p erfec t it w as a lm ost  
unb elieva b le and then in a  matter of m inutes prod uc ed q uite a  handsome looking  
c arved sign w ith the g uild Õs nam e on it. 

Overa ll, I w ould  have to say tha t this has b een a  rea lly g rea t year and I am sure  
we will be ab le to p ut on an eq ua lly im pressive list of meeting s next year.  The 
exec utive c om mittee  is a lrea dy hard  a t w ork p utting  together next years sc hed ule  
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and I hope everyone will make sure tha t the sec ond Saturd ay of eac h m onth is 
reserved for the  Guild .  Without the c ontinued sup p ort of our mem bers these 
meeting  w ould  not be p ossib le.  SooooooooÉ Ép lease try to c ome to the Guild  
BBQ on June 9 a t Phyllis Ja ffeeÕs house is Westb orough.  Bring  a long something  to  
show and te ll and some food item to share with the group .  We w ill b e having  our 
annua l e lec tions and w ill g ive  you an insight into  next yearÕs events. 

 
Thanks, 
 
Chris Kovac s 

 
 
 
 

Shellac  
 

By Frank Woolley 
 
The following  is a  b rief a rtic le tha t w ill hopefully answ er many of your question 

ab out she llac , truly one of the grea t finishes ava ila b le to  wood workers. 
 
Grades 
Natura l she llac  c onta ins 4-5% wax, whic h ha s a  strong effec t on the  physic a l 

p roperties of the c oating  b ut little effec t on the method  or ea se of ap p lic a tion. Nearly a ll 
the wax c an b e removed , and the  p rod uc t is so ld  as d ewaxed she llac . Natura l she llac s 
are  ava ila b le in a  range of c o lors, ob ta ined by removing  or b leac hing  part or a ll of the  
c olorants in the na tura l lac  resin. 

 
I have a  strong preferenc e for dewaxed  she llac , sinc e a ll other finishes a dhere we ll 

to it, and it is m ore  resistant to w ater sta ins (ring s) than na tura l (w axy) shellac . As an 
oc c asiona l user of shellac , I w as a lso c onc erned ab out the short shelf life (6-12 m onths) 
of na tura l she llac  solutions. Until Zinsser sta rted  m aking  Sea lCoat severa l years ag o, there 
was no  premixed  dew axed shellac  on the m arket, so I w as ob liged to m ix my she llac  
from dew axed flake. 

 
Sea lCoat is dewaxed , and I have been to ld  tha t it  ha s a  she lf life of over 5 years, 

a lthough Zinsser does not c la im tha t m uc h. Zinsser c lear shella c  in spray c ans a lso  is 
dew axed. Zinsser Bulls Eye she llac  c a rried  by m any loc a l stores is not. If you are not 
c erta in whether a  shella c  so lut ion is d ew axed or not, sim p ly stir it  up  and  observe  the 
op ac ity. Natura l she llac  ha s a  m ilky a pp ea ranc e, sinc e the wax is not very solub le  in 
a lc oho l and  is left in suspension. Dew axed shella c  so lutions are c lear, w ith no hint of 
haziness. 

Sourc es 
I have ha d sa tisfac tory results w ith unbrand ed  flake she llac  p urc hased  from  Johnson 

Pa ints in Boston (they used  to c arry it in b ulk), unbrand ed flake  from  Patric k Olg uin 
(www.shellac .net), JT Moser Sup er Blonde flake  ord ered from Woodw orkers' Supp ly, and 
Zinsser Bulls Eye liq uid  she llac  from  Hom e Depot and Moore  Lumb er Co. in Ayer. (Mo ore  
has ob ta ined  Sea lCoat for me on req uest.) 

 
All of the shellac  I have used  p rod uc ed a  sa tisfac tory c oating . I ha d som e prob lem s 

with the Moser flakes p ac king  (stic king  together in one la rge  c lump), b ut it worked w ell 
onc e broken up .  The flake  from Olg uin c onta ined  a  b it more  b ug s and  b ark, b ut I filter 
the she llac  a fter d isso lving  anyw ay so tha t w as not a  p rob lem . Olg uinÕs pric es were a  lot 
better than anyone else  and he  offe rs a  w ide  variety of g ra des. Jeff Jew ittÕs Homestea d 
Finishing  Prod uc ts (www .homesteadfinishing .c om) a lso has a  good va riety of g ra d es of 

 
 

 

 
Pre-mixed shellac 

 

 

 
 

Shellac flakes 
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flake, and I have found him to  b e a  relia b le sup p lier of g ood q ua lity p rod uc ts. I have not 
used  Woodc ra ftÕs or Roc klerÕs shellac  bec a use the ir p ric es w ere  too high. 

Dissolving  flakes 
To speed  up  the d issolution proc ess, I g rind / c hop the  fla kes into a  c oarse pow der in 

a  sma ll c offee bean m ill, and then ag ita te the flake/  a lc ohol slurry freq uently while it is 
d issolving . Freshly d issolved she llac  d ries very rap id ly (c a n be  sand ed  in less than 30 
minutes) and  is a  rea l joy to  use . 

 
I have sta rted  using  Sea lCoat for m ost of my ap p lic a tions bec a use it elimina tes the 

proc ess of g rind ing , d issolving  and  filtering  flake. It does not d ry as fast a s freshly-
d issolved  she llac , but usua lly tha t is a  minor d isa dvantag e. It only c omes in one c o lor 
(light amb er) b ut it c an ea sily be  c o lored . 

Coloring  shellac  
Any typ e of shella c  so lut ion c an be  c olored , e ither by m ixing  the  variously c olored  

na tura l shellac  resins or by a d d ing  dyes or p igm ents. Dyes c an me a dd ed  a s liq uid  dyes 
in g lyc o l (like  TransTint or other NGR dyes) or a s dry a lc ohol-so lub le  dye pow ders (a fter 
d issolving  in a lc oho l and  filte ring). Pigments c an be a dd ed a s dry p owd ers (a fte r 
d isp ersing  in a lc ohol) or a s pred ispersed pow d ers in a  g lyc ol b a se (like  Universa l Tinting  
Co lors). 

 
Co loring  by these methods is very useful for subtly c hang ing  the c o lo r of wood, b ut is 

not a  sub stitute fo r sta ining  before finishing  bec a use of the d iffic ulty of ob ta ining  a  finish 
of p erfec t ly unifo rm thic kness. She llac  d eep ly c o lored  b y these method s is exc e llent for 
touc hing  up  d ing s and  sc ra tc hes in c olored  finishes. 

Referenc e 
The b est book I have found on finishing  is Bob FlexnerÕs Understand ing  Wood  

Finishing , Read ers' Digest Assn., Plea santville, NY, 2005. This book g ives by fa r the c learest 
exp lanations fo r the behavior of finishing  m ateria ls. It  g ives you a  rea l understand ing  of 
the materia ls and  finishing  proc esses, ra ther than just a  c ollec tion of rec ipes and  
tec hniq ues to  b e b lind ly follow ed . 

 
 

 

 
A Simple Leaf Inlay 

 
By Chris Kovac s 

 
 
The Isa be lla  Stew art Ga rdner m useum in Boston is a  wonderful m useum both artfully and arc hitec tura lly w ith 

a  very inte resting  pa st.  For those who have not been to this m useum, its history 
sta rts out w ith Boston soc ia lite  Isa be lla  Stew art Gardner during  the early 1900Õs.  
During  her life Ms. Ga rdner trave led  the w orld  c ollec ting  art and a rc hitec ture 
of a ll kinds and bring ing  it to  her home in Boston. She would  g ive  c onc erts and 
open her hom e fo r tours in the early p art of the twentieth c entury.  She built 
her hom e a long the  Fenw ay with every intention tha t it would  bec ome a  
museum follow ing  her death.  She p a ssed  aw ay in 1924 and  thus the m useum, 
her hom e, b ec a me op en to  the pub lic .  In her w ill she sp ec ified  tha t nothing  
c ould  be a dd ed or removed  from  her c ollec tion.  For dec a des, pa trons visiting  
the museum  would  sit in her c ha irs and relax on her c ouc hes while enjoying  
the art c o llec tion or g azing  up on the lush c ourtya rd .  

As the years w ent by the c ha irs and c ouc hes bec ame worn and  
dam ag ed  from use.  Eventua lly, the m useum c ura tors w ere forc ed  to c onsider 
them p art of the c ollec t ion and m ad e them  off lim its for use.  Thus, for years 

 
 

 

 
Bob Flexner Understanding 

Wood Finishing 
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the museum  wa s pretty muc h stand ing  room only.  A few c ha irs w ere  p la c ed around the museum , but for the  
most p art, it w as d iffic ult to find  a  p lac e  to simp ly sit, re la x and enjoy your visit.   

In 2000, Alan Chong, the  c urrent c ura tor of the  Gardner, c om missioned me and another wood worker to build  
benc hes for the  museum .  The g uid elines for the design were  fa irly vag ue; the  b enc hes ha d to look like they 
belonged  in the  m useum , b ut a lso had  to look like  they c ould  be sa t up on.  I b uilt two b enc hes fo r the Gardner 
museum, whic h p erha ps some of you have sa t up on.    

One of the benc hes wa s designed  to fit in the  Dutc h Room by a  ba lc ony overlooking  the  c ourtyard  be low . 
This room still has the empty p ic ture frame hang ing  on the w a ll tha t onc e held  Remb randtÕs p a inting  Storm on the 

Sea of Galilee (1633).  Around  every doorw ay and w ind ow op ening  in this 
room were hand c arved leaves.  I took this lea f m otif and used  it in the 
benc h.   

The b enc h is m a de of c herry and the  inlayed  leaves are  ma de of tiger 
map le . (The sec ond benc h wa s m a de w ith fig ured  w a lnut and ha d no  inlay 
work.) For days, I d rew d iffe rent lea f shap es and c ut out  pa per p a tterns 
arrang ing  them on the benc h trying  out severa l designs until I settled  up on 
this ra ther simp le lea f a rrangement.  The lines of leaves sta rt a t the  ends of 
the benc h and fo llow  the c urve  of the  b enc h and  meet nea r the c enter.  

Eac h lea f is ab out 1/ 16Ó thic k and  a bout 2Ó long.  Sinc e I wanted eac h lea f to b e 
the sa me, I ma de a  p a ttern using  hard board  tha t c ould  be  flip ped over to 
c rea te the m irror im ag e of eac h lea f.   

To c ut the rec ess in the c herry, I used  a  router fitted  w ith a  spec ia l b ushing  
and  a  1/ 8Ó router b it.  The b ushing  ha s two c olla rs tha t a llow  you to m ake a  
perfec t matc h inlay every tim e.  I p urc ha sed this set a t Woodc ra ft.  With the extra  
bushing  insta lled , the router b it  is he ld  ! Ó of an inc h a wa y from  the edg e of the 
pa ttern. By fo llowing  the edg e of the pa ttern and then removing  the rest of the 

materia l w ith another router or a  c hise l I w as left w ith a  rec ess read y to  ac c ept my m a p le inla y. 
  To  make a  perfec t matc h, I removed the  extra  c olla r a nd using  the  same hard board  pa ttern on the  tiger 

map le , c ut out  the tig er m a p le  lea f shape in a  b loc k of t iger m ap le.  Being  very c areful to keep the router tight to 
the ed ge, I c ut to a  depth of a bout 1/ 8Ó.  Repeating  this a  num ber of times on a  b loc k of tig er m a p le  q uic kly 
yield ed  many leaves.  On the ta b le sa w, I re-sawed the map le  c utting  off a  sheet of leaves tha t w ere  st ill he ld  
together by a  thin layer of wood on the ba c k.  A sand er rem oved this m ateria l and  the leaves were rea dy to be  
g lued in p la c e.  The leaves w ere  g lued  and c lam ped in p lac e  and p laned flush to  the c herry surfac e .   

The next tim e you a re visiting  the  Isa be lla  Stew art Ga rdner m useum, p lease take  a  seat and enjoy your visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

If you would  like further inform ation a b out the Eastern 
Ma ssac husetts Guild  of Wood workers, p lea se em ail Phyllis Ja ffee a t  
pg ja ffee@29designs.c om . Yearly d ues are $40 and  payab le eac h 
Septemb er. 

Membership  
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Offic ers and  Board  Members 

President: Bill Karp  karpw oodw orks@verizon.net 

Vice President Frank Woolley frankwoolley@hotm ail.c om 

Sec retary Jac k Mu rphy Jac k.Mu rphy@MonotypeImag ing .c om 

Treasurer Peter Wilc ox snowm ole@yahoo.c om 

Board Chris Kovac s c dkovac s@c harter.net 

 Phyllis Ja ffee pg ja ffee@29designs.c om 

 John Nitzsc he jknitz@c omc ast.net 

Mem bership Phyllis Ja ffee phyllis@29d esigns.c om 

Webmaster: John Nitzsc he jknitz@c omc ast.net 

Newsletter 
editor 

Chris Kovac s c dkovac s@c harter.net 

 

The Next Meeting 
 

 
 

 
Pat Everett 

 

 

 
Dave LeBleu 

 
 

Our next meeting  w ill be a t Phyllis Ja ffeeÕs house in Westborough on 
June 9.  We w ill be  having  our annua l Guild  p ic nic .  Plea se c om e and  enjoy a  
wond erful BBQ and feel free  to b ring  a long a  g uest or sp ouse.  We w ill be  
sta rting  la ter than usua l a t 10:30 w ith a  show and tell followed by the  g uild  
elec t ions and  then the BBQ.   

For the  show and  tell, b ring  a long  some woodworking  re la ted  item tha t 
you w ant to share w ith the g roup. This c ould  b e a  projec t you have m ad e, a  jig  
or fixture or anything  you w ant to sha re .   

As for the food, the  Guild  w ill p rovide the  b asic  b urg ers, dog s, vegg ie  
burgers and fixings and drinks.  Bring  a long an ap petizer, sa lad  or desert to  
share w ith everyone.   

 
Contac t  information: 
 
Phyllis Ja ffee 
4 Deerslayer Lane 
Westb orogh, MA 01581 
 
(508) 366-6057 
 
Direc tions c an be found on the web site and a lso  by using  your favorite  

map p ing  p rogra m. 
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What: Where: When: 

Furniture rep a ir and  restora tion 

Hosted  b y Bob Jud d 

25 Cliff Way 

Dedha m, MA  

Septemb er 9 

Early Americ an Furniture Tour 

Deta ils c om ing soon.  

New port, RI Oc tober 14 

Pic ture Framing  tec hniq ues Ma g g ie  Wood 

Ma ynard , MA 

Novemb er 11 

Jigs and pa ttern rout ing  Pat Everett 

Everett, MA  

January 13 

Shop Layout and m arquetry Jac k Mu rphy 

Bo lton, MA 

February 10 

Ma c hine tuning  

Hosted  b y Will Neptune and 
Frank Woolley 

Chris Kovac s 

Groton, MA 

Ma rc h 10 

Ma c hinery a d apta t ions  

Hosted  b y Joe Aiello   

530 Essex Street 

Lawrenc e, MA 

Ap ril 14 

CNC m ac hining  demonstra tion Nathan Hawkes 

23 Noel Street Unit 4A 

Amesb ury, MA 

Ma y 12 

Annua l meeting  and  BBQ at 
Phyllis Ja ffeeÕs house 

4 Deerslayer Lane 
Westb orough, MA  

June 9 

 

Schedule  

 
FEBRUARY 2007 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

188 19 21 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

       

 
MARCH 2007 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 
APRIL 2007 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

 

MAY 2007 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

 


