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October 2005 Message from the President

The Septembermeeting at Hiraide America wasa wonderful
combination of reestablishing contact between membersand a vist to
a truly unique facility. We viewed Japanese building construction up
close and personal with Harrelson Sanley asourguide and then went
back insde to learn about Japanese planes, chiselsand sawsplushis
informed methodsof sharpening. The absolutely gorgeouslate summer

Insde Thislssue

1 Message from the President ; . ;
weathercombined to make it a perfect day to begin ournew
2 A Cross-cut Sed woodworking year.
The next meeting willbe at my shop in Acton where we willhave
3 Knowing Your Toolsand Their three presenters. Jim Renning will regale uswith talesof a visit to Sam
Use Maloof'sshop and compound in California where he met and talked
with Sam. Frank Woolley willtalk about the metallurgy of hardening and
4 Membership Information tempering, and the structural changesresponsible for the differencesin
hardnessand brittleness of seels. Anally Iwilldemonstrate some
5 The Next Meeting practical metal working methodswhere we will make a marking knife
6 Officersand Board members from a junk c_ir_cular saw blade and some scrap wood. _
In addition to but separate from ourregular meetings, Frank
7 Shedule Woolley isproposing starting a Furniture Sub-Group which he hopeswill

be made up of several dedicated woodworkerswho wish to share their
experienceswhile making challenging furniture. For more information,
please contact Frank at frankwoolley@hotmail.com orat 978-772-1874
We would like to hearabout your current projectsand
woodworking activities. It isalways of interest to know what othersin the
guild are doing, both for inspiration and information sharing. A great
value of membership isbeing able to discussour project planswith
others. Someone may need your help orvisa versa. You can send a
short summary to chris@c hriskovacsdesgnscom and we willinclude your
doin'sin the next newsletter.

Be creative - Consume wood - Seve

The September meeting
at Hiraide America was a
wonderful combination of
reestablishing contact
between members and a
visit to a fruly unique
facility.
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A Cross-cut Sled
By John Nitzsche

Aftersome weeksof idleness, | attempted to make use of my crosscut
ded, only to find that it wouldnOtslide at all. Upon close examination, it was
found to be noticeably distorted. Apparently the changing humidity
conditionsin my basement had impacted thisimportant tool. Furthermore, |
Need a new cross-cut realized that | had constructed thissled so that the runnerscould not be
sled, read about John adjusted relative to each other; lhad used screwsto attach the back brace
Nitzsche's new sled and to the left and right base, preventing adjustment. The time had come to
the improvements over design a new one.

his previous sled.

The base of the distorted ded had been constructed out of birch
plywood severalyearsago. (lhave snce adopted the habit of dating my
jigs). Inow realize that a bettermaterialwould be MDO. MDO was, |
believe, developed foroutdoor sgn making; which means, | hope, that it will
be sgnificantly more immune to changesin humidity. Three-quarter-inch
MDO hasseven wood layersand isquite flat. Justto be sure, I purchased a
piece at Boulter Plywood in Somerville; they seem to keep their tock flatter
than the locallumberyards.

The back brace, aswell asthe front brace, would have to be
attached to the right and left baseswith sturdy bolts. The bolt holesin the
braceswould be ratherloose to allow for adjustability. The front brace must
be adjustable to make a perfect right angle to the direction of the cut.
Having boltsin the rearbrace allowsthe basesand theirrunnersto be
adjusted relative to each other.

The bracesfrom the original ded could be reused. Allthat was
necessary wasto joint the edgesthat contacted the bases, and plane the
front brace flat where it supported the wood that wasto be cut. lalso took
thisopportunity to round-over allthe brace edgeswhich might be grabbed.

There wasno need to make the sled any deeper; thiswasnotto be
used forwide piecesof plywood. Idid decide to make the left base
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somewhat wider. When Icut long pieces, the wood to be cutisto my left, and a widerbase providesmore support. |
did extend both basesa bit to the front of the front base. Thisprovidesextended support forthe runnersasthe ded is
pushed through the cutting blade. The finaldimensionsare: 18.5inchesdeep (board capacity); 30 inchestotalbase
width; 17.5incheswide, left base.

The sled wascongtructed, of course, with both basesasa single piece; the first passthrough the saw would
separate them. The bolt holesin the base were stepped so that the bolt headswould not contact the table saw
surface. Afterlocating the holes, I drilled through the MDO base with a very small drillthusmarking the exact hole
centeron both sdes. Thisallowed me to drillfrom both sideswith Forstner bits, eliminating the possbility of tearout.

The runnerswere made out of maple, sized to run smoothly but snugly through the slotson the table saw. |
placed the runnersin the dots, each on top of a strip of wood that caused the runnersto protrude ever so slightly above
the surface of the table saw. lapplied a thin bead of pvc glue in the center of the runners, and placed the assembled
ded on top of the runners, postioned accurately where lwanted it relative to the runnersand the saw blade.

Forty-five minuteslater, Iremoved the ded from the table, and cleaned up the glue from the table saw. Using a
chiseland a damp papertowel, Icleaned up the excessglue on the ded. A couple of hourslater, Iran the sled across
the table with the saw below the table surface. It wasquite smooth and tracked exactly.

When ladjusted the ded for cutting accuracy I discovered that two boltson each brace were not sufficient to
prevent racking of the ded. ladded two boltsto the rearbrace to solve thisproblem. Subsequent adjustment for
diding and accuracy demonstrated that thissed providesaccurate and easy crosscutting. Only time willdemonstrate
whethermy otherdesign goalswere met.

Thanksto a suggestion from ChrisKovacs, ladded a safety boxto the front brace. Thispreventsinadvertent
postioning of the hand/fingerswhere the blade exitsthe sled. The rear piece of the box isoak; thisiswhat the blade
will hit if the ded ispushed way beyond the necessary distance. The top acrylic piece allowsthe operatorto see the
blade; it didesout foreasy cleaning.

While cutting the top forthe safety box, Idiscovered how to make really clean cutsin acrylic. The secretisto use
a finishing blade and to make several shallow cuts. The first scoring cut wasonly about a thirty-second deep. The
second cut wasset to about two-thirdsof the acrylic thickness. The third cut wasjust at the surface; and the fourth was
just overthe surface. The result wasvery clean.
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Knowing Your Tools and Their Use
Bv Seve Olesn

When we select a detail forthe decoration of ournewest design,
have we actually selected it forour purpose or wasthe desgn altered
with the limitationsof ourtoolsin mind? More importantly, wasthe
desgn actually what we originally envisioned.

The proliferation of available router bitsin the marketplace has, at
one level, enabled the woodworkerto achieve decorative detail at
speedsunimagined by the craftsmen of yore. With a moderate
understanding of how toolswork, even a beginning woodworkercan
create thingsof great beauty given they stick to the one-size-fits-all
details. They have bound usto repeat the wood surface vocabulary of
the massmarket.

Marking the dividing point
between the implementer
and artist, the artist is
determined to express their
vision with or without the use
of motors and carbide.

Marking the dividing point between the implementer and artist,
the artist isdetermined to expresstheir vision with or without the use of
motorsand carbide. Enterthe hand toolwoodworker. Hand toolsneed
no jigsbonly some reference marksdrawn on the wood and some quiet
patience. Developing a greaterknowledge of hand toolsand how to
use them allowsthe woodworkerto create unique designs.

The beauty of powertoolscomesfrom their ability to turn our
preciousraw materialsinto dust. They excel at removing great quantities
of wood and creating shapesthat can then be worked with an artistic
hand. The key isin the hand. Those first powerful cutswillnever be seen.
Those formswillbe worked to their final shape and sheen by othertools
with a more delicate meansof forming the surface. The cutsthat willbe
written about and photographed are the onesingalled by an alliance
between the mind, hand and a finely honed tooledge. Thisisthe reason
that sharpening isa consistent topic among woodworkers.

Do you recallthe day that your#4 plane all of the sudden
became a grown up tooland started working for, instead of against
you? What wasdifferent? An understanding of how to sharpen it, how to
adjust it and how to actually use it? There are probably more than a few
toolsstting under a shroud of wood particlesthat need a little of our

understanding and tendercare. Get to really know them and they are
Qire to reward voil hv daina ind what vain adk whenever voinn ade it
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Membership

Well, it is that time of year again. As we start our 2005-2006
season, | am reminding all of you to please pay your yearly duesin a
timely fashion. The dues are $40 per year and that money helps the
guild provide the refreshments at meetings and honorariums for guest
speakers. We will be having a BBQ at our Annual meeting in June and
your dues will make that event possible. Please make your check
payable to EMGW and bring it along to the next meeting.

If you would Ilike further information about the Eastern
Ma ssachusetts Guild of Woodworkers, please email Seve Olesn at
steve@creatiere.com orcall (978) 635-9570.

The Next Meeting

The Octobergeneral meeting willbe on October8 at Seve OlesnG
home in Acton. The meeting willhave three different components. We
will first hear bout Jim Renningsvisit to Sam MaloofOshop and home.
Frank Woolley will enlighten usallon metallurgy and characteristicsof steel
that are important to woodworkers. Fnally, Seve Olesn will put FrankOs
wordsinto use ashe fashionsa piece of steelinto a marking gauge knife.

Directionsto Seve Olesn'sShop: 11 Wingate Lane, Acton, (978) 635-9570

* Go West on Route 2 thru Concord untilyou come to the Concord
Rotary

* Exit rotary onto Route 119/ 2A West ( just before Exxon Sation )

* Passthe Mo bil Sation about 1/2 mile on left

* Take next right onto Pope Road

* Take second right onto Wingate Lane

*Go to end of cul-de-sac

* Olesn'sshop isentered around back of the large cape on right, no. 11

* Please park along wooded edge of street or in our driveway - not on

circle

Officers and Board Members

President: Seve Olesin steve@creatiere.com
Vice President Bill Karp karpwoodworks@verizon.net
Secretary Peter Wilcox snowmole@yahoo.com
Treasurer Fank Woolley frankwoolley@hotmail.com
Board ChrisKovacs cdkovacs@charter.net
Phyllis Jaffee pgjaffee @29designs.com
Pat Everett
Membership Phyllis Jaffee pgjaffee @29designs.com
Webmaster: John Nitzsche jknitz@comcast.net
Newsletter ChrisKovacs cdkovacs@charter.net
editor
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Schedule

What:

Tool Making - Making a
marking knife.

Host-Seve Olesin

Jim RenningOslide presentation
from a vist with Sam Maloof

Deep Relief Carving with
Matthew Dworman and Clive
Hamilton

Where:

11 Wingate Lane,
Acton, MA

Astro Arts

100 Tainter Sreet,
Worceser, MA
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When:
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
October8
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30
November

12
OCTOBER 2005

S M T W T F S

Wooden boatswith Dick 74 Apple Tree, December
Condon Ftchburg, MA 10 1
Sharpening clinic: Hat edge 11 Baypath Drive, January 14
toolswith Peter Wilc ox Boylston, MA 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Tentative- Powderhouse Shop Powderhouse Shop February 11 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
vist hosted by Herb Zieglerand 574 gogon Ave
Craig Edwards Me dford, MA 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Srayed and Polished Piano 69 Norman & Everett March 11 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Fnish with Pat Everett
Tentative-Buying hardwood Downesand Reader, April 8
Photographing Woodworking 46 Brookview Rd May 13
Projectswith Paul Ruggerio and  Boxford, MA S M T W T F S
Bill Karp 30 3 1 2 3 4 5
Annual meeting and BBQ at 4 Deerdayer Lane June 10
Phyllis Jaffee Ohouse Westborough, MA 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
DECEMBER 2005
S M T W T F S
For sale 1 2 3
Iwould like to use thissection for Guild membersto advertise woodwaorking 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

related itemsthey have for sale. Listing willonly be posted forone newsdletter.

With the printing of the next newsdletter only new listingswillbe posted
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