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Message from the President 

The Septem ber m eeting  a t Hira id e Americ a  wa s a  w ond erful 
c om bination of reesta b lishing  c ontac t between m emb ers and a  visit  to 
a  truly uniq ue fa c ility. We view ed  Ja p anese build ing  c onstruc t ion up  
c lose  and persona l w ith Harrelson Stanley a s our g uid e a nd then w ent 
bac k inside to learn ab out Ja p anese p lanes, c hisels and  saws p lus his 
informed  methods of sharp ening . The a bsolute ly g org eous la te summer 
weather c omb ined to  make it a  p erfec t d ay to  b eg in our new 
woodw orking  year. 

The next meeting  will be  a t my shop in Ac ton where  we will have 
three presenters. Jim  Renning  will reg a le us w ith ta les of a  visit to Sam  
Ma loof's shop  and c om pound in Ca lifo rnia  where he m et and ta lked 
with Sam. Frank Woolley w ill ta lk ab out the meta llurgy of hardening  and  
tempering , and the  struc tura l c hang es resp onsib le  for the d ifferenc es in 
hardness and  b rittleness of steels. Fina lly I w ill dem onstra te some 
pra c tic a l meta l working  m ethod s where  we will m ake a  marking  knife  
from a  junk c irc ula r saw b la de and  som e sc rap  wood. 

In a d d ition to  b ut sepa ra te  from  our regular m eeting s, Frank 
Woolley is p rop osing  sta rting  a  Furniture Sub -Group whic h he hopes w ill 
be m a de up of severa l ded ic a ted  w oodw orkers who wish to sha re the ir 
experienc es while  making  c ha lleng ing  furniture. For m ore info rmat ion, 
p lea se c onta c t Frank a t frankw oo lley@hotmail.c om  or a t 978-772-1874 

 We w ould  like to hear a bout your c urrent p rojec ts and 
woodw orking  a c tivities. It is a lw ays of interest to  know  w hat others in the 
guild  a re  d oing , both for insp ira tion and  info rmat ion sha ring . A grea t 
va lue of m emb ership  is be ing  ab le  to d isc uss our p rojec t  p lans w ith 
others. Som eone m ay need your he lp  o r visa  versa . You c an send a  
short summ ary to c hris@c hriskovac sdesigns.c om and w e will inc lude your 
do in's in the next newsletter. 

 
Be c rea tive  - Consume wood   -  Steve 
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After som e w eeks of id leness, I a ttem pted  to make use of my c rossc ut 
sled , only to find  tha t it w ouldnÕt slide  a t a ll.  Up on c lose  exam ination, it w as 
found to  b e not ic eab ly d isto rted .  App arently the c hang ing  hum id ity 
c ond itions in my b a sement ha d imp ac ted  this imp ortant too l.  Furtherm ore, I 
rea lized  tha t I ha d c onstruc ted  this sled  so  tha t the runners c ould  not be  
ad justed  re la tive  to ea c h other; I ha d used  sc rew s to  a ttac h the b ac k brac e 
to the left and right ba se, p reventing  a d justment.  The time ha d c om e to  
design a  new one. 

 

 
 
The b ase of the d istorted  sled  ha d been c onstruc ted  out of  b irc h 

p lyw ood   severa l years ago.  (I have sinc e a dopted  the hab it of d a ting  m y 
jigs).  I now  rea lize  tha t a  b etter m ateria l w ould  be  MD O.  MDO wa s, I 
believe , deve loped  for outd oor sign making ; whic h means, I hope, tha t it  w ill 
be signific antly more imm une to c hanges in humid ity.  Three-q ua rter-inc h 
MDO has seven w ood layers and  is q uite  fla t.  Just to be  sure, I p urc ha sed a  
p iec e a t Boulter Plyw ood in Som erville; they seem  to keep the ir stoc k fla tter 
than the loc a l lum ber ya rd s. 

 
The b ac k brac e, as we ll a s the front b ra c e, w ould  have to b e 

a ttac hed to  the right and  left ba ses w ith sturdy b olts.  The b olt holes in the  
bra c es w ould  be ra ther loose to a llow fo r ad justab ility.  The front b rac e m ust 
be a d justab le  to make a  p erfec t right ang le to  the d irec tion of the c ut.  
Having  bo lts in the rear b rac e a llow s the ba ses and  their runners to be  
ad justed  re la tive  to ea c h other. 

 
The brac es from  the orig ina l sled  c ould  be reused .  All tha t wa s 

nec essary wa s to  joint the  edges tha t c onta c ted  the ba ses, and  p lane the 
front b rac e fla t where it supp orted  the  wood tha t w a s to be c ut.  I a lso  took 
this op portunity to round -over a ll the brac e edg es whic h might be  grab bed. 

 
There w a s no  need to m ake the  sled  any deeper; this w as not to  b e 

used  for w ide  p iec es of p lywood.  I d id  dec id e to  m ake the left ba se 

 A Cross-cut Sled 
  By John Nitzsc he 

 
 

Need a new cross-cut 

sled, read about John 

Nitzsche’s new sled and 

the improvements over 

his previous sled. 
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som ewhat w ider.  When I c ut long  p iec es, the w ood  to be c ut is to my left, and  a  w ider ba se provides m ore sup port.  I 
d id  extend  b oth b ases a  b it to the  front of the front b a se.  This p rovides extended sup p ort for the runners a s the sled  is 
pushed through the c utting  b la de.  The fina l d imensions are :  18.5 inc hes deep  (b oa rd  c a p ac ity); 30 inc hes tota l ba se 
wid th; 17.5 inc hes wide , left b ase. 

 
The sled  w as c onstruc ted , of c ourse, w ith b oth b ases a s a  sing le p iec e ; the  first p ass through the sa w w ould  

sep ara te them.  The bo lt ho les in the ba se were step ped so  tha t the bo lt head s w ould  not c ontac t the tab le  sa w 
surfac e.  After loc a ting  the ho les, I d rilled  through the MDO b a se with a  very sma ll d rill thus m arking  the exac t ho le 
c enter on both sides.  This a llow ed  me to d rill from b oth sid es with Forstner b its, elimina ting  the  p ossib ility of tearout. 

 

 
The runners were  ma de out of m ap le, sized  to  run smoothly b ut snug ly through the  slots on the ta b le saw .  I 

p lac ed the  runners in the slots, eac h on top  of a  strip  of wood tha t c a used the  runners to  p rotrud e ever so  slightly a bove 
the surfa c e of the tab le saw.  I a p p lied  a  thin bea d of p vc  g lue  in the  c enter of the runners, and p lac ed  the assemb led 
sled  on top  of the runners, posit ioned ac c ura te ly where  I wanted it re la t ive to  the runners and the saw b lad e. 

 
Forty-five m inutes la ter, I rem oved the sled  from the tab le, and  c leaned  up the  g lue from the tab le  saw.  Using  a  

c hisel and a  dam p p ap er towel, I c leaned up  the exc ess g lue on the sled .  A c oup le of hours la te r, I ran the  sled  ac ross 
the tab le w ith the sa w be low  the ta b le surfac e.  It wa s q uite  sm ooth and trac ked exac t ly. 

 
When I a d justed  the sled  for c utting  ac c urac y I d isc overed tha t two b olts on ea c h bra c e were not suffic ient to  

p revent rac king  of the sled .  I a dd ed  two b olts to the  rear b rac e to so lve  this p rob lem.  Subseq uent a d justment for 
slid ing  and  a c c urac y demonstra ted  tha t this sled  p rovid es ac c ura te  and ea sy c rossc utting .  Only tim e w ill dem onstra te 
whether my other d esign goa ls w ere  met. 

 
Thanks to  a  sugg est ion from  Chris Kovac s, I ad ded  a  sa fety b ox to  the front b rac e.  This p revents inadvertent 

positioning  of the  hand/ fing ers where  the b lad e exits the sled .  The rear p iec e of the b ox is oak; this is what the b lad e 
will hit if the sled  is p ushed  way b eyond the  nec essa ry d istanc e.  The top  ac rylic  p iec e  a llows the op era tor to see the 
b lad e; it slid es out fo r ea sy c leaning . 

 
While  c utting  the top  for the sa fety box, I d isc overed how to m ake rea lly c lean c uts in a c rylic .  The sec ret is to  use 

a  finishing  b lad e and  to m ake severa l sha llow  c uts.  The first sc oring  c ut w as only ab out a  thirty-sec ond  deep.  The 
sec ond  c ut w as set to ab out two-thirds of the  ac rylic  thic kness.  The third  c ut wa s just a t the surfa c e; and the  fourth wa s 
just over the  surfac e .  The result wa s very c lean. 
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When we se lec t  a  d eta il for the  d ec ora tion of our new est d esign, 
have w e ac tua lly se lec ted  it fo r our purp ose or wa s the design a ltered  
with the lim ita tions of our tools in m ind? More  imp ortantly, w as the 
design ac tua lly what we orig ina lly envisioned. 

 
The prolifera tion of ava ila b le router b its in the m arketp la c e ha s, a t 

one leve l, ena b led  the w oodw orker to  ac hieve  d ec ora t ive deta il a t 
speeds unima g ined by the  c ra ftsmen of yore. With a  m odera te 
und erstand ing  of how tools w ork, even a  b eg inning  w oodw orker c an 
c rea te thing s of g rea t bea uty g iven they stic k to the one-size-fits-a ll 
deta ils. They have bound us to  repeat the w ood surfa c e  voc ab ulary of 
the ma ss ma rket.  

 
Ma rking  the d ivid ing  p oint between the imp lem enter and artist, 

the artist is determined  to exp ress the ir vision with or w ithout the  use of 
motors and  c arb ide. Enter the  hand tool w oodw orker. Hand  too ls need 
no jig s Ð only some referenc e m arks d rawn on the w ood and  some q uiet 
pa tienc e. Deve lop ing  a  g rea ter knowledg e of hand too ls and how to  
use them  a llows the w oodw orker to  c rea te  uniq ue d esig ns. 

 
The b ea uty of p ower tools c om es from  their a b ility to turn our 

p rec ious raw  materia ls into d ust. They exc e l a t removing  grea t quantities 
of wood and  c rea ting  shap es tha t c an then be  worked  with an art istic  
hand. The key is in the hand. Those first pow erful c uts w ill never be  seen. 
Those form s will be  worked to  their fina l sha pe and sheen by other too ls 
w ith a  more de lic a te  means of form ing the surfa c e. The c uts tha t w ill be 
written ab out and photogra phed are the ones insta lled  by an a llianc e 
between the m ind , hand and a  finely honed too l edg e. This is the rea son 
tha t sha rpening  is a  c onsistent top ic  among  woodworkers. 

 
Do you rec a ll the day tha t your # 4 p lane a ll of the sudd en 

bec ame a  grown up tool and sta rted  working  for, instea d of a ga inst 
you? What wa s d iffe rent? An und erstand ing  of how to  sharp en it , how  to 
ad just it and how to ac tua lly use  it? There are prob ab ly more  than a  few  
tools sitting  under a  shroud of w ood pa rtic les tha t need  a  little  of our 
und erstand ing  and tender c a re. Get to  rea lly know them and they are 
sure to rewa rd  you by d oing  just what you a sk whenever you ask it. 

 
In our Oc tob er meeting , we w ill learn some b asic s of ma king  tools. 

In the Novemb er m eeting , w e w ill see  a  m aster c arver d emonstra te  
what a  tool c an d o. In our January meeting , we a re go ing  to have a  
c linic  where  we enc oura ge everyone to b ring  in a  !Ó or 1Ó b enc h c hisel 
and  try out a  variety of sharpening  system s. 

 

Knowing Your Tools and Their Use 
 By Steve Olesin 

 
 

 
Marking the dividing point 

between the implementer 

and artist, the artist is 

determined to express their 

vision with or without the use 

of motors and carbide. 
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Well, it is tha t time of year ag a in.  As w e sta rt  our 2005-2006 

season, I am rem ind ing  a ll of you to p lea se pay your yearly d ues in a  

timely fa shion.  The d ues a re $40 per year and tha t money helps the  

guild  p rovide the refreshments a t meeting s and honorarium s for g uest 

speakers.  We will b e having  a  BBQ a t our Annua l meeting  in June and  

your d ues w ill m ake tha t event possib le .  Plea se m ake your c hec k 

payab le  to EMGW and  bring  it a long to  the next m eeting .  

If you would  like further inform ation a b out the Eastern 

Ma ssac husetts Guild  of Wood workers, p lea se em ail Steve Olesin a t  
steve@c reatie re.c om  or c a ll (978) 635-9570. 

Membership  

Officers and Board Members 

President: Steve Olesin steve@c reatie re.c om 

Vice President Bill Karp  karpw oodw orks@verizon.net 

Secretary Peter Wilc ox snowm ole@yahoo.c om 

Treasurer Frank Woolley frankwoolley@hotm ail.c om 

Board Chris Kovac s c dkovac s@c harter.net 

 Phyllis Ja ffee pg ja ffee@29designs.c om 

 Pat Everett  

   

Membership Phyllis Ja ffee pg ja ffee@29designs.c om 

Webmaster: John Nitzsc he jknitz@c omc ast.net 

Newsletter 

editor 

Chris Kovac s c dkovac s@c harter.net 

 

The Next Meeting 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Oc tob er g enera l meeting  will be  on Oc tob er 8 a t  Steve OlesinÕs 
home in Ac ton.  The meeting  will have three d ifferent c omponents.  We 
will first hear b out Jim  Renning s visit to Sa m Ma loofÕs shop and  home.  
Frank Woolley w ill enlighten us a ll on meta llurg y and  c ha rac teristic s of steel 
tha t a re  imp ortant to  w oodworkers. Fina lly, Steve Olesin w ill put FrankÕs 
words into  use  a s he  fa shions a  p iec e of steel into a  ma rking  g auge knife. 

 
Direc tions to Steve Olesin's Shop:  11 Wingate  Lane, Ac ton, (978) 635-9570 
  
    * Go West on Route  2 thru Conc ord  until you c ome to the Conc ord  
Rotary 
    * Exit rota ry onto Route 119 /  2A West ( just b efore Exxon Sta tion ) 
    * Pass the Mo b il Sta t ion a bout 1/ 2 m ile on left 
    * Take next right onto Pope Roa d 
    * Take sec ond  right onto  Wing ate Lane 
    * Go to end of c ul-de-sac  
    * Olesin's shop is entered  around ba c k of the  la rg e c a pe on right, no. 11 

    * Please p ark a long wooded ed ge of street or in our d rivew ay - not on 

c irc le 
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What: Where: When: 

Ja p a n e se  t o o ls w it h  Ja p a n e se  t o o ls w it h  

Ha rre lso n  St a n le yHa rre lso n  St a n le y   

51 Sh a t t u c k St re e t , 51 Sh a t t u c k St re e t , 

Pe p p e re ll,  M APe p p e re ll,  M A   

Se p t .  10Se p t .  10   

Too l Making  - Making  a  
marking  knife .  

Host-Steve Olesin 

Jim RenningÕs slide  presenta tion 
from a  visit  w ith Sa m Ma loof 

11 Wingate  Lane, 
Ac ton, MA 

Oc tober 8 

Deep  Relief Ca rving  with 
Ma tthew Dw orm an and  Clive  
Ham ilton 

Astro Arts  

100 Ta inter Street, 
Worc ester, MA  

Novemb er 
12 

Wooden b oats w ith Dic k 
Condon 

74 Ap p le Tree, 
Fitc hb urg , MA  

Dec em ber 
10 

Sharpening  c linic : Fla t edg e 
tools w ith Peter Wilc ox 

11 Baypath Drive , 
Boylston, MA  

January 14 

Tenta tive- Powd erhouse Shop 
visit hosted  by Herb  Zieg ler and 
Cra ig  Edw ard s 

Pow derhouse Shop 

574 Boston Ave 
Me dford , MA 

February 11 

Sp rayed  and Polished  Piano 
Finish with Pat Everett 

69 Norman St Everett Ma rc h 11 

Tenta tive-Buying  hardw ood 
lum ber 

Downes and Rea der, 
Stoughton, MA 

Ap ril 8 

Photogra phing  Woodw orking  
Projec ts w ith Pa ul Ruggerio and  
Bill Karp  

46 Brookview  Rd  
Boxford , MA  

Ma y 13 

Annua l meeting  and  BBQ at 
Phyllis Ja ffeeÕs house 

4 Deerslayer Lane 
Westb orough, MA  

June 10 

 

Schedule  
 

SEPTEMBER 2005 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

 

OCTOBER 2005 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 

NOVEMEBER 2005 

S M T W T F S 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

 

DECEMBER 2005 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

For sale  

I wo uld  like to  use this sec tion for Guild  memb ers to  a d vertise wood working 
rela ted  items they ha ve for sa le.  Listing will only b e p osted  for one newsletter.  
With the p rinting  of the next newsletter only new listings will b e p osted  


