
· Demo of lighting and 
live photo shoot. 

This should be an interest-
ing meeting, hopefully we’ll 
have a great turnout.  

I’m looking forward to see-
ing everyone there! 

Normally at the monthly 
EMGW meetings we have 
a presenter or discussion  
covering some topic related 
to woodworking. Key word 
being “Normally”! 

This month we are doing 
something totally off topic, 
in a manner of speaking. 
This Saturday’s discussion 
will be about woodworking, 
but not how to build pieces, 
rather how to photograph 
them. The board last sum-
mer when laying out the 
agenda thought that it 
would be of interest to the 
membership to cover how 
the woodworking enthusi-
ast could adequately pho-
tograph their work in a non-
studio environment with 
non-professional equip-

ment. Thought this months 
meeting is going to be held 
in a professional photo stu-
dio - this is more of a mat-
ter of convenience for our 
presenter rather than for 
taking professional quality 
photographs. Topics of dis-
cussion for this event are: 

· Brief overview of DIY 
Lighting 

· Brief overview of Light 
Quality vs Quantity 

· Brief overview of how 
to manage shadows 

· Brief overview of reflec-
tions and handling 
them 

· Tips on photographing 
furniture 

December Meeting 
Location: 

Lens Pro To Go 

152 Commonwealth Ave, 
Unit M-1, Concord, MA 
01742  

Adventures in Woodworking   By James Russell  

December Meeting Overview By Gary Iadarola 

upon this mixture while try-
ing to repair a guitar. Had I 
been a luthier rather than 
just a woodworker trying to 
fix a guitar, this solution 
would probably have been 
known to me. Since then I 
have used this mixture to 
fill in missing chips from 
antique carvings, dented 
edges etc. While epoxy 

New weapons in our wood-
workers arsenal sometimes 
come to us from strange 
places. A few years ago I 
found out that a mixture of 
baking soda and super 
glue makes a moldable 
paste that quickly dries   
very hard and sticks firmly 
to whatever it was in con-
tact with when wet. I came 

would probably work as 
well, a Google search re-
vealed a technique for col-
oring the baking soda and 
thus making paste that is 
an exact color match for 
whatever surface is being 
repaired. 

 

Continued on page 3 

EMGW Monthly Newsletter 
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What Does the Guild Mean to Me?  Err...You? By Gary Iadarola  

EMGW Education Committee By Brian Wadell  

“Promoting 
Woodworking 
Excellence 
Through 
Education 
and  
Networking” 
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The above article from 
Brian is a great segway 
into a few comments that 
I’d like to mention here. 

I joined the Guild three 
years ago this coming 
February. I was looking 
for a woodworking club of 
sorts and stumbled 
across the listing on Fine 
Woodworking’s web site.  
My first meeting was at 

Pat Everett’s shop in 
Everett MA. For anyone 
that’s been there we all 
know how hard it is to 
find….. Sorry Pat! 

Anyway, I was welcomed 
into the group and have 
never left a meeting without 
picking up some tip on how 
to do something no matter 
what the topic. The Guild’s 
motto is “Promoting Wood-

working Excellence 
Through Education and  
Networking” 

What I have found in the 
EMGW is a group of folks 
with skills ranging from 
novice to professional. All 
of whom are friendly and 
willing to help one another 
by sharing their knowledge 
at the drop of a hat. 

There is nothing better 

than having the friendship 
and company of like 
minded folks.  What I’ve 
taken away from the guild 
meetings, in my mind, is 
well worth the price of ad-
mission. Especially when 
we have the opportunity to 
rub elbows with the likes 
of Phil Lowe and Will Nep-
tune.  To all the members 
- Keep up the great work 
that you do! 
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cept me) then I would have 
long since forgotten that I 
ever learned it and would 
not be able to tell you 
about it. Here is part two. 

My son (the owner of the 
guitar) has a Blog.  When it 
comes to Blogs, I just don't 
get it. As I get older I find 
that rather than getting 
wiser (as old people are 
supposed to be) I appear 

There are two parts to this 
story of discovery. Had I just 
found out this mixture trick, 
applied it and went about my 
business without telling it to 
anyone (as is my typical  
behavior since I am con-
vinced that everyone around 
me knows everything and 
what I think is a great discov-
ery has been well known to 
everyone on the planet ex-

to be just acquiring a list of 
things that “I don't get” and 
the list is growing at an 
exponential rate. For 
months he asked me to 
write an “entry” for his blog 
regarding the guitar fix. 
Putting aside (1) my con-
viction that everyone al-
ready knew all of this and 
(2) the fact that “I don't get 
it”, I wrote the following for 

First, what is a guitar nut? 
Lets start with what it is not. 

A guitar 
nut is not 
a nut that 
is eaten 

such as a pistachio, a walnut 
or a peanut. 

It is also 
not a piece 
of metal 
that you 
put on the 
end of a 

bolt and tighten down. 

It is not 
Reza. Well, 
Reza is a 
guitar nut but 
just not that 
kind of nut. 

A guitar nut is a piece of rigid 
material (originally Ivory but 
now often plastic) that sits at 
the top of the neck of the 
guitar and supports the 
strings. It is about 1/4" by 
1/4" by 1 3/4 inches with little 

Adventures in Woodworking, Cont.   By James Russell  

How to Fix a Broken Guitar Nut With Baking Soda In Nine 
Steps  By James Russell 

Satisfying those two crite-
ria, the nut should establish 
an acceptable end point for 
the string and the physics 
of a vibrating string should 
apply and, in the hands of 
someone who knows what 
to do with the vibrating 
strings (this is were Reza 
comes in), music should 
emanate. But what do I 
know?  

Step One:  Go to the near-
est music store that has 
guitar parts and purchase 
the only guitar nut they 
have for the outrageous 
price of $10.50 plus tax. An 
important part of this step is 
to muse over my expecta-
tion that there would be a 
lot of different guitar nuts of 
different sizes from which to 
pick  and to wonder 
whether this store owner 
was a marketing genius 
who knew the one and only 
guitar nut to stock.  

My original inclination was 

slots in which the strings 
sit. 

The 
strings are 
supported 
on the 
other end 
by a de-

vice called a bridge. So 
basically, the nut and the 
bridge form a fixed dis-
tance between which the 
strings are constrained to 
vibrate. By selecting 
strings of different thick-
nesses and adjusting the 
tension on the string, each 
string can be made to play 
a specific note. But why 
am I telling you this? It 
seemed to me that any 
reasonably rigid material 
that will support the string 
without being compressed 
as the string is tensioned, 
and will not absorb the 
vibrations of the string and 
thereby create a dampen-
ing effect should do. 
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to walk away and go some-
where else but since I live in 
the boondocks of Massachu-
setts, there really isn't a 
“somewhere else”. So I 
forked over the $10.50 for 
the bridge whose package 
promised improvement to my 
sustain and bass response. 
(See my comments above 
on the attributes of a guitar 
nut.) I also stopped to buy a 
lottery ticket under the as-
sumption that if this guitar 
nut actually fit, then my stars 
must be in alignment and I 
should jump on the opportu-
nity and make millions on the 
lottery. 

Step Two:  Return home and 
remove the broken guitar nut 
and compare it to the sustain 
and bass improving $10.50 
guitar nut. Not even close. 
The store owner is not a 
marketing genius and my 
lottery ticket isn't worth the 
paper on which it is printed. 
A vitally important part of this 
step is to put the guitar nut in 
your pocket and not back on 
the guitar. The importance of 
this step will become obvi-
ous below. 

Step Three:  Go on the Inter-
net and find that there is a 
plethora of guitar nuts of 
varying sizes and made of a 
variety of materials all offer-
ing some amazing level of 
improvement regarding tone, 
sustain, response and other 
things. (See my comments 
above on the attributes of a 

How to Fix a Broken Guitar Nut With Baking Soda In 
Nine Steps,  Continued...  By James Russell 

buy some Jack Daniels and 
Jameson and note that 
there is a music store next 
to the liquor store. 

Step Five:  Go into the mu-
sic store, reach into your 
pocket (see Step Two 
above), take out the broken 
guitar nut and say, “Do you 
have one of these?” At this 
point, the guitar fixer guy 
takes out a box full of many 
different sizes and types of 
guitar nuts. Things are look-
ing up. After comparing 
many different nuts the gui-
tar fixer guy declares, “This 
one is pretty close.” It was 
in fact close but not exact. 
My opinion is that this is 
definitely close enough and 
the price of “two bucks” 
sounded pretty good. Then 
the guitar fixer guy says, 
“Ya know ya can fix the one 
ya have with Super Glue 
and baking soda. Ya need 
the thick Super Glue and ya 
mix in some baking soda. 
Put it on the part that is 
missing and it gets as hard 
as a bastard.” I quickly took 
out my Pocket Reference 
for Materials Management 
(which I have with me at all 
times), looked up “hard as a 
bastard” and was im-
pressed. (See an extract of 
the Pocket Reference be-
low). Now “hard as a bas-
tard” is pretty hard and at 
least as hard as both crite-
ria one and two above. I 
really like the idea of fixing 

guitar bridge and the phys-
ics of a vibrating string.) 
One even promised to take 
three strokes off my golf 
game. The price of a par-
ticular nut in the Internet 
seems to be associated 
with the complexity of the 
spelling of the material 
making up the nut. It 
should be noted that I 
could not find a nut for 
anything near $10.50. The 
prices were much cheaper 
for even the most exotic 
material. However, when 
shipping and handling was 
added the price jumped to 
$43.29, which, if I am not 
mistaken, is more than the 
guitar cost. 

Step Three point Five: 
Start thinking about carv-
ing a nut out of ebony. As 
a woodworker, I have 
some ebony (a really hard 
African wood) and the 
tools to do it. An important 
part of this step is to muse 
about whether ebony is 
sufficiently hard to meet 
criteria one of my two part 
criteria for a suitable nut 
(see above). It should be 
noted that I do not know 
how long this step takes 
since I was still in my 
muse state when I finished 
fixing the nut. 

Step Four:  Go shopping 
for Thanksgiving stuff with 
your wife really far away 
from where you live and 
stop at a liquor store to 



the guitar nut with baking 
soda because nobody 
wants to fix anything any 
more. Just throw it out and 
get a new one. So I bought 
the “two buck” nut as an 
insurance policy and fin-
ished buying the Jack 
Daniels and Jameson. 

For everyone who slept 
through their materials engi-
neering classes on the 
Brinell Hardness Measures 
of particular materials: 
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How to Fix a Broken Guitar Nut With Baking Soda In 
Nine Steps,  Continued...  By James Russell 

As a woodworker, I am very 
familiar with cyanoacrylate 
glue. It is the real name for 
Super Glue only it comes in 
much larger bottles and in 
different thicknesses. I al-
ways have the thick stuff on 
hand so I was eager to get 
into the shop and try it out. 

Step six: On the way 
home, stop at the original 
music store and return the 
$10.50 guitar nut and watch 
as the store owner puts the 

nut back on the wall in its 
lonely place and wonder 
how many times it has been 
through this process. 

Step seven: Get about 1/8 
of a teaspoon of baking 
soda and a few drops of 
thick cyanoacrylate glue. 
Mix them together. Put the 
paste on the part of the gui-
tar nut that is missing. 
Spray on some accelerator 
(so it gets as “hard as a 
bastard” faster). Repeat 
until the missing part is 
more than filled in. File 
down the excess glue/
baking soda mound to the 
exact shape of the guitar 
nut. File in a new track for 
the string. 

Step eight: Put the re-
paired guitar nut on the gui-
tar and tighten all the 
strings (fully expecting the 
pressure of the string to 
fracture the glue/baking 
soda mix). Be amazed that 
it holds together and that 
the string that is sitting on 
the repair has improved 
sustain and improved bass 
response. 

Step nine: Play the guitar. 

�����	�
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Final Update on the EMGW 2009 Charitable Project fo r the Milford 
Senior Center  By Charlie DiAntonio 

The 2009 Charitable Project Display Case for the 
Milford, MA Senior Center Craft Shop has been com-
pleted. A complete set of project pictures (start to 
finish) are in the gallery section of our web site. 

The case was brought to the senior center in October 
and the sliding glass doors were installed in late No-
vember. 

The display case has received a lot of positive atten-
tion and comments at the Senior Center. They 
started using it without the glass in October and 
within two weeks they had increased the sales of the 
craft shop by 50%. 

The Case allows them to display merchandise in a 
main walk way outside of the craft shop. 

Bottom line, it has been a huge success for the Sen-
ior Center and our Guild, and we should all be proud 
of this accomplishment. 

This accomplishment was the results of a huge effort 
across a wide section of guild members. The project 
was started in March and took a total of eight months 
to finish. 

The following were the team leaders for this project: 

Project plan & coordination: Charlie DiAntonio 

Working Drawings & Cut list: Jim Russell 

Procurement Team: Tom Fama & Peter Wilcox 

Wood Supply: Jim Tartaglia 

Legs& Sides: Jim Russel 

Aprons: John Nitzsche 

Top: Jules Siegel 

Back Panel: Jack Murphy 

Inlays. Fritz Smith & Charlie DiAntonio 

Assembly: Chris Kovacs 

Finishing: Fritz Smith 

Glass Doors: Area Glass, Milford, MA 

Also, each team leader had other members working 
with them and you can see them in the pictures. 
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Meeting Schedule for 2009—2010 

Eastern Mass. Guild of 
Woodworkers 
86 Green Road 
Bolton Ma, 01740 
978 779 0144 
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President:   Tom Fama 

Vice President:  Charlie DiAntonio 

Secretary:   Jack Murphy 

Treasurer:   Don Stella 

Newsletter: Gary Iadarola 

Marketing:  Brian Wadell 

Web Master:  John Nitzsche 

 

Visit the guild on the web at:  WWW.EMGW.ORG 

Officers 

Bill Karp 

John Nitzsche 

Jim Russell 

Fritz Smith 

Brian Wadell 

Peter Wilcox 

Gary Iadarola 

Board of Directors 

Membership  

Monthly meetings are always held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from Sep-
tember through June. 

Date Event Manager 

9/12/2009 Wood Turning at The Eliot School Mgr: Tom 

10/10/2009 Finishing at Chris Kovacs' shop Mgr: John 

11/14/2009 Design Principles by John Fox at Chris 
Kovacs' shop Mgr: Chris 

12/12/2009 Furniture Photography location LensPro-
ToGo Acton MA Mgr: Gary 

1/9/2010 Advanced Tool Setup at Woodcraft in Wo-
burn Mgr: Brian 

2/13/2010 Carving with Phil Lowe (may be at the Pea-
body Essex) Mgr: Brian 

3/13/2010 Luthier at Chris Kovacs's shop Mgr: Chris 

4/10/2010 Veneering with Fritz Smith Location TBD Mgr: Fritz 

5/8/2010 Hand Tools at Peter Wilcox's Shop Mgr: Peter 

6/12/2010 BBQ location TBD Mgr: Tom 

If you would like further information about the Eastern Massachusetts Guild of 
Woodworkers, please email Don Stella at dstellajr@charter.net. Yearly dues are 
$45 and payable each September. 
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