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sufficient interest from the members.  

We will do another charitable project and 

possibly another woodworking show to 

increase our exposure and membership. 

Watch for our new free mini classes, 

taught by one of our members for mem-

bers only.  These classes may be offered 

over several weeks to small groups of 

members.  You may also consider joining 

the new interest group devoted to Studio 

Furniture.  We are looking into forming 

other Interest Groups.  If you have an 

idea, please let me know.  We are also 

considering a Guild Furniture Ex-

hibit  where members can show and talk 

about their creations.  There’s lots to do 

so I encourage you volunteer some time 

and make the guild better. 

 

Welcome to the Eastern Massachusetts 

Guild of Woodworkers 2009-2010 season.  

We have many interesting events planned 

for the coming year. 

For our first monthly meeting in Septem-

ber  Ken Lindgren 

(www.walksoftlywoodart.com) will dem-

onstrate lathe turning techniques – both 

spindle and bowl turning.  The September 

12th meeting will be held in the wood-

working shop at The Eliot School in Ja-

maica Plain and is open to the public. 

We have a full list of interesting topics 

this season.  These include: Finishing 

Methods, exploring various techniques 

and methods that members use.  Furni-

ture Design Principles will explore design 

criteria. Other topics: Furniture Photog-

raphy, Advanced Tool Setup, Carving, 

Luthier Techniques, Veneering, and Hand 

Tool Techniques.  We will conclude the 

season with our annual family BBQ and 

Tool Auction. 

As most of you may know, we have 

formed an alliance with The Eliot School 

(www.eliotschool.org) in Jamaica Plain to 

co-sponsor several woodworking 

classes.  EMGW members receive a 10% 

discount on the co-sponsored classes.  

Our alliance benefits both the Guild and 

The Eliot School by serving a common 

purpose of promoting woodworking.   

Through this alliance we hope to increase 

the Guild's public exposure and promote 

The Eliot School's mission. 

This will be our most ambitious year.  We 

expect to publish the newsletter on a 

monthly schedule.  So think about con-

tributing an article, tip or tool review. A 

library may be implemented if there is 

Membership Notice 

 Dues are payable in full at 

the September Meeting. 

 This year dues are in-

creasing to $45 

 All members will receive a 

$5 early registration 

discount if dues are paid in 

full on or before Septem-

ber 30, 2009 

Vacation’s over—time to get back to work!  By Gary Iadarola 
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This year I’ve taken over the responsi-

bility of publishing the Newsletter from 

Chris Kovacs. Chris has done a great 

job over the years and I would like to 

thank him for all of his efforts. Chris 

single handedly published the Newslet-

ter as often as he could with little 

outside help. My plan is to not continue 

that tradition! This Newsletter is for 

your benefit to provide insight to 

events that are going on in the club as 

well as outside of the club. It also 

With the end of summer fast ap-

proaching, it’s time to get back to 

working in the shop and joining the 

guild for the 2009—2010 season. This 

year is packed full of events that are 

sure to please everyone from our new 

members to our veterans. Check out 

the complete list of Guild Meetings on 

the back page of the Newsletter.  

Speaking of the Newsletter, many of 

you may notice the new look. 

September 2009 

serves as a means to share information 

and knowledge. This is a call to action—I 

need your input to make this a success-

ful Newsletter. Take a few minutes to tell 

me what you want to see in it. From 

articles to tool reviews to announce-

ments. Better yet—submit an article for 

publication. It’s easy, send it to me in an 

email at giadarola@charter.net and I’d 

be happy to publish it for you. 

EMGW Monthly Newsletter 

Visit the guild on the web at:   

WWW.EMGW.ORG 
Message from the President By Tom Fama 
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The 2008—2009 charitable project 

was a display case that will be dedi-
cated to the Milford MA Senior Citizens 
Center. The case had to conform to 

several requirements to allow it to be 

placed in a central hall way to display 

the arts and crafts made by the mem-
bers of the center. 
 

Over the summer several members 
donated time and materials for the 
construction of the case. At this point 

it’s almost complete and ready to be 
dedicated. Once we have a firm date 

for the dedication we’ll let you all know. 

In the mean time there is a gallery of 
photo’s on the EMGW website under the 
Galleries link. 

 

Company Background: 

The broad Starrett product line in-

cludes precision tools (micrometers, 

calipers, rules, etc.), tape measures, 

levels, electronic gages, dial indica-

tors, gage blocks, granite surface 

Thanks to Ron Knapp for coordinating 

a trip to the L.S. Starrett plant in Athol 

MA. There are currently 2 dates 

planned, choose the date of your 

choice: Monday September 14th or 

Wednesday October 7th. We will kick 

off at Starrett at 10:00 both days. 

Please let Ron know if you are plan-

ning on attending as he needs to pro-

vide a head count prior to the trip. 

 

plates, optical 

measuring 

projectors, 

vision sys-

tems, vises, M1 

lubricant, and precision ground flat stock. 

Much of the Company's production is con-

centrated in hand measuring tools and 

precision instruments that many manufac-

turing companies, from small machine 

shops to Fortune 500 firms. 

L.S. Starrett Trip By Gary Iadarola 

Live Free or Die Antique Tool Auc-

tions A Division of Martin J. Donnelly 

Antique Tools 

When: Fri Sept 17th and Sat Sept 18th 

Where: Holiday Inn, Everett Turnpike, 

Nashua, New Hampshire  

For those of you looking to build your 

hand tool collection and prefer to keep   

your money in your pocket, but still want 

good quality used tools, this is the place. 

Skip the auction and stay in the parking 

lot for the tail gate sale.  I’ve been there 

3 years running and always walk away 

with a bargain tool that will serve me 

for many years to come. Just remem-

ber what Ron always said- ―He who dies 

with the most tools wins…..‖ 

Non-Guild Events By Gary Iadarola 

The New Hampshire Furniture Mas-

ters Association (NHFMA)  2009 

Furniture Masters ANNUAL AUCTION 

will take place on Sunday, September 

20th at the beautiful Currier Museum 

of Art in Manchester, NH. Reserve 

your tickets today by phone (603) 898

-0242 or online at (https://

payments.auctionpay.com/ver3/?

id=W015263) 

Charitable Project Update By Gary Iadarola 
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remember what 

Ron always said- 

“He who dies with 

the most tools 

wins…..” 

Ron Rioux 

September 2004 

Visit the guild on the web at:   

WWW.EMGW.ORG 
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The Eliot School has been teaching 

since 1676. In 1889 the school focused 
on manual arts and has been teaching 
classes in woodworking and other 

crafts since. The Guild is proud to 
have formed an alliance with The Eliot 

School to help continue and support 
our mutual goal of educating and 

promoting excellence in woodworking. 

The Guild has agreed to co-sponsor 

several woodworking classes and 
workshops offered through The Eliot 
School starting this fall. The fall 

classes that we are co-sponsoring 
are: Basic Furniture Design, Furniture 

Finishing, Gilding & Frame Restoration, 

and Inlay & Veneer. The workshops are 
Wood Carving, Wood Turning, and 
Surface Decoration on Wood. These 

classes and workshops are taught by 
professional woodworking instructors. 

For a full description of the fall 
classes, instructor, time, and tuition 

check out The Eliot School's web site. 
The Eliot School, located in a beautiful 
residential neighborhood in a building 

built in 1831 near Jamaica Pond, has a 
complete and extensive wood shop. 
Plenty of on-street parking is avail-

able. 

Also watch for a mini-course on 

SketchUp for Furniture taught by the 
Guild's own expert, Jim Russell. This is 
scheduled for winter term at The Eliot 

School. 

Guild Members will receive at 10% 

discount on tuition only for Guild spon-

sored classes. When registering, 

please say you are a member of the 

Eastern Massachusetts Guild of Wood-

workers. 

As it turns out my youngest has aller-

gies and I have a co-worker that 

breeds Maltese. What a perfect fit. 

Only catch was the price tag. There 

was no way I was going to part with 

almost $2K for a dog. I cringe when I 

see the $$ on many of the Lie-Nielsen 

tools that I want and can’t bring my-

self to do it.  

What was my alternative? The oldest 

method known to man…… Ok—all of 

As wood workers we’re all pretty 

frugal if not down right cheap at 

times. In addition to being frugal, we 

all want to give our kids everything. 

Well I’m no exception! 

About 2 years ago now my kids were 

begging me for a dog. My wife and I 

had been prolonging the situation as 

long as we could but just couldn’t hold 

out any longer. We finally gave in.  God 

help us…... 

you who were thinking ladies of the 

night need to get your mind out of the 

gutter cause I’m talking about the 

Barter system. The picture to the 

right is of the chest that I built for my 

co-worker.  We traded my building the 

chest for a dog. The biggest challenge 

was matching the finish to their finely 

crafted Asian imported bedroom set. 

I’ll save the details of how I matched 

the finish for another issue but suffice 

to say—they liked it so much I got 2 

The Bentley Blanket Chest     By Gary Iadarola 

complish a similar task or project they 

would be able to bounce questions off 
of those whose items have been pub-
lished? 

 
Tell us what you’ve been working on, 
how you built that item and what were 

some of the challenges that you had to 
overcome to accomplish your goal. Oh 
yeah, don’t forget to include a few 

pictures too so that everyone can see 
the work you’ve accomplished. 

 

Some of the examples of pieces that 
members have built are a Federal 
demi-lune table and a Cherry bedroom 

set by Bruce Wedlock. Don Stella has 
built several wall clocks of various 
shapes and styles. I’ve built a Shaker 

style cherry sofa table and the past 
winter built a custom designed over-
sized blanket chest (Outlined below). 

To submit content send me an email. 

Readers Gallery      By Gary Iadarola 
I was talking with one of the board 

members about what we could put in 
the Newsletter to allow everyone to 
get an idea of what each of us is work-

ing on or recently completed. I had 
mentioned a ―Readers Gallery‖ may be 
a good idea.  We are thinking that it 

would be an informal way to share our 
experiences about the projects that 
we are working on or have recently 

completed and maybe if another mem-
ber had questions about how to ac-

EMGW Co-sponsors woodworking courses with The ELIOT School 
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The Guild has agreed 

to co-sponsor 

several 

woodworking 

classes and 

workshops offered 

through The Eliot 

School starting this 

fall. 

dogs for the price of one. And that’s 

how the Bentley Blanket Chest came to 

be. 

Visit the guild on the web at:   

WWW.EMGW.ORG 

http://www.eliotschool.org
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Meeting Schedule for 2009—2010 

Eastern Mass. Guild of Woodworkers 

86 Green Road, Bolton Ma, 01740 

978 779 0144 

 

Promoting Woodworking 
Excellence Through 
Education and  
Networking 

President:  Tom Fama 

Vice President: Charlie DiAntonio 

Secretary: Jack Murphy 

Treasurer: Don Stella 

Newsletter Editor: Gary Iadarola 

Marketing:  Brian Wadell 

Web Master: John Nitzsche 

 

Visit the guild on the web at:  WWW.EMGW.ORG 
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Officers 

Gary Iadarola 

Bill Karp 

Chris Kovacs 

John Nitzsche 

Jim Russell 

Fritz Smith 

Brian Wadell 

Peter Wilcox 

Board of Directors 

Membership  

Monthly meetings are always held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from September through June. 

Date Event Manager 

9/12/2009 Wood Turning at The Eliot School Mgr: Tom 

10/10/2009 Finishing at Chris Kovacs' shop Mgr: John 

11/14/2009 Design Principles by John Fox at Chris Kovacs' shop Mgr: Chris 

12/12/2009 Furniture Photography location TBD Mgr: Gary 

1/9/2010 Advanced Tool Setup at Woodcraft in Woburn Mgr: Brian 

2/13/2010 Carving with Phil Lowe (may be at the Peabody Essex) Mgr: Brian 

3/13/2010 Luthier at Chris Kovacs's shop Mgr: Chris 

4/10/2010 Veneering with Fritz Smith Location TBD Mgr: Fritz 

5/8/2010 Hand Tools at Peter Wilcox's Shop Mgr: Peter 

6/12/2010 BBQ location TBD Mgr: Tom 

If you would like further information about the Eastern Massachusetts Guild of Woodworkers, please email Don Stella 

at dstellajr@charter.net. Yearly dues are $45 and payable each September.  


