
example that I found is lo-

cated at the following link: 

http://

www.finehomebuilding.com

/how-to/video/making-story

-stick-cabinets.aspx 

Sven Hanson is a cabinet 

maker. In this 5 minute 

video on Fine Homebuild-

ing’s website, he explains 

his use of a story stick 

made from an 8ft to 12ft 

slice of plywood or particle 

board.  

I’m also aware of story 

sticks being used in chair 

making. All of these exam-

ples I can personally say 

are anecdotal for me as 

I’ve yet to use one in any of 

these examples. If anyone 

has real life experience, 

please do share will ya? 

In last months issue of the 

newsletter I spoke about 

my daughter’s math home-

work and closed my com-

ments with a remark about 

a story stick. After I sent 

out the newsletter our 

President Tom Fama 

asked if anyone wanted to 

do an article on story 

sticks. I received no com-

ments on a taker so 

thought that I’d give it a 

whirl…. So here’s goes! 

Story Sticks - what are they 

and what do you use it for? 

One would think that’s a 

pretty straight forward pair 

of questions right? Not if 

you use Google and search 

on “story sticks”. Google 

actually returns some 

pretty interesting results. 

One of the links in my 

search results sent me to 

Amazon.com and presents 

a book about stick horses 

and stories about ranch 

life. Not exactly what I had 

in mind. 

In a nutshell, a story stick  

is used to layout a project 

with all the measurements 

needed to produce the item 

at hand. I’ve seen them 

used mostly in lathe work 

for marking all the critical 

transition points on a spin-

dle or table leg. They are 

also used quite a bit in 

cabinet making. Basically 

used for all the measure-

ments to have a more ac-

curate layout of all the cabi-

net boxes, appliances, 

electrical and plumbing 

fixtures that comprise a 

kitchen layout.  Once great 

Lie-Nielsen Hand 

Tool Event 

Lie-Nielson will be return-

ing to Massachusetts with 

an Event at the Holiday 

Inn at Boxborough, MA.  If 

you are traveling a dis-

tance, there will be a spe-

cial room  rate for those 

staying at the hotel; just 

contact us for details.  

Please visit the Lie-

Nielsen website for up-to-

date news on guests and 

demonstrations! 

Veneer Workshop by Jim Russell 

From the Editorôs Desk  By Gary Iadarola  
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FAQ’s 4 

  

  

  

  

vided a workshop with 

benches, prepared sub-

strates, practice veneers, 

calls, clamps, glue, coffee, 

donuts, lunch and all the 

instruction. 

We started out learning 

Fritz Smith designed and 

conducted a two day work-

shop on veneering tech-

niques on August 25 and 

August 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. The class was made 

up of six members of the 

Furniture SIG. Fritz pro-

how to reshape the busi-

ness end of the veneer saw 

to make it cut effectively. 

The newly shaped saws 

were immediately put to 

use in cutting and joining 

practice veneers to be ap-

plied to two sides of our 
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practice substrate. This 

exercise taught 

us how to use a 

simple piece of 

MDF is a very 

functional 

"straight edge" 

for the veneer 

saw and how 

two pieces of 

veneer could be 

joined right off 

the saw with 

very good results. This ex-

ercise also provided every-

one with their first experi-

ence in using masking tape 

and veneer tape to hold the 

newly joined pieces to-

gether in preparation for 

gluing. 

The next exercise required 

us lay down newly joined 

veneer on both sides of the 

substrate and to 

clamp the ve-

neer down using 

cauls and flat 

pressure 

boards. It was 

amazing to me 

that everyone 

was able to 

clamp down the 

veneer with mul-

tiple clamps and 

Fritz never ran out of 

clamps. Fritz's workshop is 

in clear violation of the uni-

versal woodworking axiom 

"you can never enough 

clamps". We all had fun 

with the veneers slipping 

and sliding, the cauls fal-

ling over and the clamps 

being juggled as we tried to 

apply even pressure 

across the veneer surface. 

I believe that Fritz had us 

go through this exercise to 

demonstrate why we buy 

and use a vacuum bag. 

While the glue dried on the 

first exercise, we prepared 

and applied a sub veneer 

the second practice sub-

strate. This practice piece 

was placed in vacuum bag 

for pressing (much easier 

than the cauls and 

clamps). 

Day one ended with every-

one getting experience cut-

ting and joining veneer, 

gluing down using cauls 

and clamps and gluing 

down using a vacuum bag 

(much easier). 

Day two took advantage of 

what we learned on day 

one. We each made a ve-

neered surface made up 

four joined pieces in the 

center, a mitered boarder 

around the four center 

pieces, a veneered edge 

band and a maple inlay on 

the corner to protect the 

veneer edges.  Through 

this exercise, Fritz provided 

everyone with an easy to 

follow process that pro-

duced excellent re-

sults  and could be used in 

a variety of woodworking 

projects. 

The class left everyone 

with the confidence and 

knowledge to start using 

veneering on other pro-

jects. The cost of entry to 

this subset of woodworking 

is quite low. An inexpen-

sive veneer saw, an x-acto 

knife and some veneer 

tape can take you a long 

way. In addition to the 

woodworking knowledge 

gained, I thoroughly en-

joyed the company of eve-

ryone participating. It was a 

very cordial group and the 

lunch "hour" conversations 

and company were great. 

nents, and thickness of 

parts.  Building a mock-up 

should be fast and made of 

inexpensive materials such 

as rigid foam, card board, 

tape, hot melt glue, 2 by 4 

lumber, drywall screws or 

any other shop scraps.  

Spending the time building 

Building a mock-up can be 

a great way to get started 

on a new project if you are 

uncertain about how the 

final outcome is going to 

look.  I have used mock-ups 

on numerous projects to 

help me determine size, 

scale, position of compo-

a mock-up can be very 

beneficial, especially if you 

are building a piece for a 

paying client. 

One reason to build a mock

-up is to fine-tune your 2-

dimensional drawing as a 3-

dimensional entity. If you 

have experience looking at 

Mock Ups v2.0 By Chris Kovacs 

Fritz's 

workshop is in 

clear violation 

of the universal 

woodworking 

axiom "you can 

never enough 

clamps". 
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drawings and blue-prints, 

then you can often picture 

the final piece in your 

head.  I have found that 

many of my clients THINK 

they can picture a finished 

product based on a two 

dimensional drawing, when 

in fact they really have very 

little practice in that skill. 

There is nothing more un-

settling to a professional 

furniture or cabinet maker 

than to have a client say 

“Hmmm, that’s not quite 

what I was expecting.” A 

nice mock-up, shown to the 

client, is worth the time and 

effort to construct. 

Let me tell you about an 

experience that I had that 

made me committed for-

ever to making mock-ups. 

A very nice client commis-

sioned me to build a four-

teen foot long balcony rail-

ing.  I went through numer-

ous hand sketches until the 

client narrowed his focus.  

After that, I spent time at 

the computer generating 

several versions using 

CAD software.  Each time 

the client saw the draw-

Mock Ups, v2.0 Continuedé By Chris Kovacs 

It’s not often that a hickory 
tree blows down onto your 
property and into your life.  
A heavy, dense wood like 
that presents a number of 
“opportunities”.  I decided 
not to abuse my axe by 
liming it out and instead put 
my well-sharpened chain-
saw to the job. In short or-
der, a de-barked hickory 
log was now sitting in my 
driveway (did I already say 
hickory is really, really 
heavy?).  A bench by our 
pond was something we 
always wanted so, in the 
best interest of my 
lower back, I de-
cided to flatten the 
log on two opposing 
sides where it sat 
and reduce the 
weight that way.  
 
The chain saw was 
used to cut kerfs 
every 3” inches or so 
and my axe knocked 
out the chips for 
later use in my 
smoker. This left a 
fairly bumpy surface 
unsuitable for sitting. 
Thinking about it, I 

went through the various 
options of chiseling both 
sides flat; renting a floor 
sander with coarse pad; 
making a cushion for the 
bench, etc.  None of these 
really appealed to me. 
 
I went to sleep on the prob-
lem and dreamed up a so-
lution that would save mov-
ing the log, renting a floor 
sander, or chiseling 30’ of 
hickory flat. I screwed a 
ring eye into the end of the 
log, attached a clevis, at-
tached a 3/8” chain, and 

drove the thing down the 
road (asphalt) tied to the 
back of my truck. I con-
vinced my wife to drive her 
car behind the log as a 
safety precaution in case 
the thing let go. She wasn’t 
crazy about the idea but 
she does love and support 
me in my endeavors. 
 
We went about ¼ mile 
down the road, flipped the 
log to the other semi-flat 
side, turned around and 
drove back. Left a trail of 
hickory splinters down the 

Granite and Hickory: A Mixed Materials Project By Howard B. Schechter 
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road and the log was 
smoking by the time we got 
back to our driveway. It 
was pretty flat on both 
sides. A nice out-of-the-box 
solution. 
 
In the meantime, I had 
found two nice gray granite 
pillars at a junkyard. I think 
they were the supports for 
a machinist’s surface plate. 
Laid on their side they 
gave a nice geometry to 
the base and a solid sur-
face for the log. I cribbed 
up each end of the log until 
I could shift it laterally onto 
the granite blocks. The job 
was finished up treating the 
surface of the log with sev-
eral coats of Behr 46 sun 
blocking U.V.I. Super Spar 
clear satin varnish for ma-
rine & home exterior and 
interior. It brought out the 
nice golden color of the 
hickory. The bench won’t 
last forever and is already 
showing some signs of de-
cay (after 4 years) but 
that’s OK. It’s a good “sit” 
and my wife and the cat 
both love it. 

ings, made comments and 

approved any changes.  

After half a dozen CAD 

drawings, I was finally given 

the approval to build the 

railing.  With the drawings 

signed off and a check in 

my pocket I was ready to 

start building. The day be-

fore buying the lumber I 

realized that after so many 

design drafts had I really  
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Mock Ups, v2.0 Continuedé By Chris Kovacs 

captured every detail that 

the client wanted?  Was 

there anything missing?  I 

had spent enough time with 

this client to know that he 

was going to be extremely 

tough to please and that my 

skills as a woodworker 

were going to be thoroughly 

tested.  The answer to 

these questions was to built 

a mock-up and have the 

client approve the mock-up 

not the drawings. 

Before I went shopping for 

lumber, I hit my local Home 

Depot and bought a few 

pieces of rigid foam insula-

tion.  Using hot-melt glue, 

double-sided tape and a 

short length of scrap mold-

ing, I built a full-sized four 

foot section of the railing.  I 

brought this over to the cli-

ent’s house for him to look 

at, and even hold it in place 

where it would ultimately 

reside.  His first reaction: 

“Hmmm, that’s not quite 

what I was expecting” fol-

lowed by lengthy list of 

things he did not like about 

the design.  The mock-up 

had been built to the exact 

dimensions of the drawing 

he had approved.  It turned 

out that he was never really 

able to picture the final de-

sign in his head based on 

the CAD drawings. 

I took the mock-up and my 

bruised ego back to the 

shop and re-built the mock-

up.  An hour later, I 

dropped the mock-up off 

and this time the reaction 

was “Yes, that’s exactly 

what I had in mind!” With a 

huge sigh of relief, I took 

measurements off the mock

-up, purchased materials, 

and several weeks later 

delivered and installed the 

railing to a very satisfied 

customer.  In the end, the 

mock up cost me about $20 

in foam and a few hours of 

time. This was priceless, as 

it saved me from an enor-

mously uncomfortable 

situation had I built the rail-

ing based off the CAD 

drawings. The client really 

enjoyed the design process 

and was excited about his 

involvement in the prelimi-

nary stages. He recognized 

that the mock-up helped 

him better understand the 

design, ultimately leading to 

a final product that he really 

appreciated. In the weeks 

following this project my 

kids have used the mock-

ups as a props in their play 

fort. Yet another use for the 

reliable and extremely use-

ful mock-up. 

FAQôs By Chris Kovacs 

Q: Can a combination 

blade on your table saw 

really do it all or is it worth 

having rip and crosscut 

blades? What about for 

composites and laminated 

panels? 

A: A combination blade is 

certainly acceptable for 

nearly all table saw applica-

tions.  It is however, worth 

buying a quality rip saw 

blade if you will occasion-

ally be doing a lot of ripping 

and any cross cutting can 

be done on a separate 

chop saw.  It takes much 

less effort to rip stock 

through a saw that has a 

rip blade than one with a 

 I would also invest in a 

blade dedicated to cutting 

plywoods and melamine.  

These blades typically have 

teeth ground with alternat-

ing bevels and are de-

signed to slice through ve-

neers without tearing the 

thin outer layer  and also 

do a good job on laminates 

and melamine coated parti-

cle board. 

The ideal assortment of 

saw blades would consist 

of two high quality combi-

nation blades, two lami-

nate/plywood blades and 

one dedicated ripping 

blade.  Expect to pay be-

tween $100 and $150 for 

combination blade.   The 

large gullets of a rip blade 

provide plenty of clearance 

for the large shavings 

made during a ripping cut.  

When cross cutting, the 

shavings are mostly dust 

and more teeth with smaller 

gullets yield a smoother 

surface.   Also, a dedicated 

rip blade has teeth that are 

ground for ripping opera-

tions as opposed to cross-

cutting where the teeth 

need to be ground to slice 

the wood fibers.  A combi-

nation blade makes com-

promises but is well worth 

having as opposed to con-

stantly swapping blades.  

each blade.  This set of 

blades will last for many 

years, mine are nearly ten 

years old and get sharp-

ened at least twice each 

year.  The reason for hav-

ing two blades is so that 

you can still work when one 

blade is being sharpened 

or is a blade is damaged by 

a hidden piece of metal (my 

saw found a bullet in a 

board one day that resulted 

in several teeth being re-

placed).   A high quality set 

of saw blade will give you 

the best result and is well 

worth the investment by 

making cuts cleaner, chip 

free cuts every time. 
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Meeting Schedule for 2009ð2010 

Eastern Mass. Guild of 

Woodworkers 

86 Green Road 

Bolton Ma, 01740 

978 779 0144 

Promoting Woodworking 
Excellence Through 
Education and  
Networking 

President:  Tom Fama 

Vice President: Charlie DiAntonio 

Secretary:  Jack Murphy 

Treasurer:  Don Stella 

Newsletter Editor: 

  Gary Iadarola 

Marketing: Brian Wadell 

Web Master: John Nitzsche 

Visit the guild on the web at:  WWW.EMGW.ORG 

Officers 

Bill Karp 

John Nitzsche 

Jim Russell 

Fritz Smith 

Brian Wadell 

Peter Wilcox 

Gary Iadarola 

Board of Directors 

Membership  

Monthly meetings are always held on the 2nd Saturday of the month from Sep-

tember through June. 

Date Event Manager 

9/12/2009 Wood Turning at The Eliot School Mgr: Tom 

10/10/2009 Finishing at Chris Kovacs' shop Mgr: John 

11/14/2009 
Design Principles by John Fox at Chris 

Kovacs' shop 
Mgr: Chris 

12/12/2009 Furniture Photography location TBD Mgr: Gary 

1/9/2010 
Advanced Tool Setup at Woodcraft in Wo-

burn 
Mgr: Brian 

2/13/2010 
Carving with Phil Lowe (may be at the Pea-

body Essex) 
Mgr: Brian 

3/13/2010 Luthier at Chris Kovacs's shop Mgr: Chris 

4/10/2010 Veneering with Fritz Smith Location TBD Mgr: Fritz 

5/8/2010 Hand Tools at Peter Wilcox's Shop Mgr: Peter 

6/12/2010 BBQ location TBD Mgr: Tom 

If you would like further information about the Eastern Massachusetts Guild of 

Woodworkers, please email Don Stella at dstellajr@charter.net. Yearly dues are 

$45 and payable each September. 
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